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STRATFORD --  The Town has scheduled a public workshop for Thursday, 
March11, 2010 at 7:00 PM at the Baldwin Center, to continue work on the 
development of a feasibility study that will assess the potential for village-type 
development in the vicinity of the train stations.  
 
Denise Nelson, Planning Commission Chairman and Chairman of the Transit 
Centered Development Steering Committee, stated, “The Planning Commission has 
been pleased so far with the public’s response to the Transit Centered Development 
Feasibility Study. We had good participation at the first workshop in February. 
Meanwhile, it is important for Townspeople to come to this next workshop, since 
participants will provide direction on the types of development the Town should 
consider and the scale of that development. ” She extended an invitation to 
interested residents, civic groups and businesses to participate in this workshop, the 
second in a series of three sessions to be held as part of this study. Individuals can 
attend any one – or all – of the sessions. 
 
Mayor John A. Harkins added, "Village-type development around Stratford Center 
could complement the many existing assets of the Town and make it a desirable 
destination to people who live in other parts of the State or the region. We may find 
that this is a good way to promote economic development and job growth as well." 
 
Transit Centered Development (which is also sometimes called “Transit Oriented 
Development”) generally consists of mixed-use development in walking distance of a 
train station. Developments typically include high-density residential uses, 
commercial service uses and limited office uses, with an emphasis on pedestrian 
and bicycle connections, and limited use of the car. Creating villages around train 
stations allows people to live in one community and easily access employment 
opportunities in another community along the fixed rail system (e.g. Stamford, New 
York City, etc.). These developments can also increase the availability of affordable 
housing to a community. TOD is seen nationally as offering significant potential for 
growth in real estate value for impacted neighborhoods, especially as the costs of 
fossil fuels rise and commuters seek to reduce their dependency on the automobile. 
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According to 2000 Census data, only 25% of Stratford’s employed population work 
where they live. More recent estimates by the U.S. Census also show that the mean 
travel time to work for Stratford residents increased from 23.5 minutes in 2000 to 
approximately 27.8 minutes between 2006 and 2008. Consequently, many Stratford 
residents have the need for commuter facilities and have varying and often 
increasing difficulty in getting back and forth to their daily employment.  
 
 
The Study is being prepared by a Steering Committee that was appointed by the 
Planning Commission, with the technical assistance of a consultant team headed by 
The Cecil Group of Boston, MA. The Cecil Group President, Steve Cecil, said, “We 
look forward to further input from the community in this next workshop, where we will 
further shape the vision for appropriate transit-related development in Stratford.” The 
Cecil Group has extensive experience in the field of Transit Centered Development 
and will be evaluating the potential for such development in Stratford. Assisting the 
Cecil Group will be two firms, TR Advisors with experience in managing rail projects, 
and Milone & MacBroom, a local firm with experience in transportation and 
landscape architecture.  
 
The workshop on March 11 will address possible locations for Transit Centered 
Development in Stratford, as well as the most appropriate types of development to 
be considered. Participants will work in small groups to indicate preferred options 
and designs. This study is being funded through a $50,000 grant from the Tri-State 
Transportation Campaign and One Region Funders’ Group, of which the Fairfield 
County Community Foundation and the Emily Hall Tremaine Foundation are 
members. 
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