
 

RAYMARK COMMUNITY ADVISORY GROUP 

 

MEETING MINUTES 

 

February 26, 2020 

 

 

The Raymark Community Advisory Group, in conjunction with the Stratford Health Department, 

Environmental Protection Agency, Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental 

Protection, and the United States Army Corp of Engineers, conducted a meeting on Wednesday 

February 26, 2020 in Birdseye Complex, 468 Birdseye Street, Stratford CT, pursuant to notice 

duly posted. 

 

 

TOWN REPRESENTATIVE IN ATTENDANCE 

 Andrea Boissevain -- Director of Health 

 Alivia Coleman -- Health Department Program Associate 

 Kelly Kerrigan -- Conservation Administrator 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY (EPA) MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE 

 Jim DiLorenzo 

 

UNITED STATES ARMY CORP OF ENGINEERS (USACE) MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE 

 Cpt. Lisa Belisle 

 David Heislein 

 Michael Looney 

 

STATE REPRESENTATIVES IN ATTENDANCE: 

 Allison Dodge for Congressman Rosa DeLauro’s office 

 Ellen Graham for Senator Richard Blumenthal’s office 

 

RESIDENTS IN ATTENDANCE 

 Michelina Buchino 

 Jen Budai 

 Diane Elias 

 Tim Hidu 

 Ron Mazzey, RAC 

 Linda Meola 

 Jill Ortenberg 

 Charles Perez 

 Lisa Pereira 

 Mike Suntag 

 Gail Yarmosh 

 Thomas Yates 



I. CALL TO ORDER 

Ms. Coleman called the meeting to order at 6:31pm. 

 

II. INTRODUCTIONS -- Ms. Coleman introduced herself and others in attendance. 

A. RULES OF CONDUCT – Ms. Coleman reviewed meeting protocol. 

B. WEEKLY UPDATE – Ms. Coleman explained that weekly updates are emailed to 

those who requested such, adding that those who would like to receive updates can 

provide their email addresses, and updates can also be found on the Town’s website: 

www.TownofStratford.com/Raymark.  

 

III. UPDATES 

A. CONTRACT PLATING WORK  

1. CONTRACT PLATING & RAYBESTOS MEMORIAL FIELD BARRIER & 

HAUL ROAD CONSTRUCTION – Per Mr. DiLorenzo, barrier work began in 

December 2019.  Permanent Barrier #1 from Longbrook Ave. to Cottage Place is 

being erected.  He explained how caissons are installed for the barriers, and stated 

the project has been slowed due to the lack of integrity of the rock found in the 

ground there.  He added that all 39 caissons are expected to be done by the end of 

February.  He discussed the importance of drainage between Barrier #1 and 

Barrier #2, and explained the importance of the wetlands there needing to drain.  

Construction of the haul road from Longbrook Ave. to the end of the former 

Contract Plating site will begin when this portion of cleanup on the Contract 

Plating Site is complete.  He noted there is a project sign posted in front of the 

former Contract Plating site which indicates it is the entrance to the Raymark 

Cleanup site.   

2. SOIL, ROCK & MULCH STOCKPILING -- Mr. DiLorenzo explained there are 

three categories of material on the work site: Active Crushed Rock, Topsoil, and 

Mulch/Wood Litter.  This material is currently stockpiled at the end of the former 

Contract Plating site.  They are creating two piles of mulch: potentially impacted 

and clean.  The potentially impacted mulch will be temporarily covered, while the 

clean material will be stockpiled atop existing mulch.  

3. SEISMIC MONITORING – Mr. DiLorenzo stated an Instantel Blastmate III 

(vibration monitor) is placed approximately 80 feet from an active work area, 

adding that all readings to date have been below recordable levels (below 0.20 

in/sec). 

4. TENTATIVE SCHEDULE UPDATE 

 December 2019 – February 2020: Construct Barrier #1 

 March - August 2020: Construct Barriers #2 and #3 

 April - August 2020: Construct haul road 

 June - September 2020:  Install plantings along barriers 

 Summer 2020: Excavation from four OU6 properties (Wooster Park; 380 

East Main Street; 200 Ferry Blvd.; and vacant lots behind 326 Ferry Blvd.) 

 2020/2021/2022: OU3 and OU6 digging 

 2022/2023: Consolidation and Land Cap Completion 

B. RAYMARK WASTE REMOVAL BEHIND PRESS BOX –Mr. Looney discussed 

the anticipated work to be done once the temporary fence is installed.  He explained 

http://www.townofstratford.com/Raymark


they will do more geotechnical investigations of the rock quality at this location 

beginning the first two weeks in March.  After the geotechnical investigations, the 

contaminated material will be removed to 4-feet in late March/early April, and will 

take approximately 3-4 weeks to complete.  The material will be brought down onto 

the ball field to be consolidated. There will be an awning over the site for added 

protection while the work is being done.  Mr. Looney explained that wetting the soil 

is an important part of the process, as it helps avoid airborne contamination.  Air 

monitoring will be conducted during the work. There will be restricted access via 

Frog Pond Lane during the day while work is ongoing, and they will coordinate such 

with Stratford Police Dept. Traffic Lt. Melissa Niemiec.   

C. GRANDSTAND DEMOLITION -- Per Mr. Looney, the grandstand demolition will 

not happen until Barrier #3 is installed.  Once begun, it will take 2-3 months for the 

work to be done.  Some material will be consolidated at the ball field, while 

uncontaminated material will be removed.   

D. STORMWATER CONVEYANCE SYSTEM – Mr. Looney stated the stormwater 

conveyance system is currently in design, to be finalized Summer 2020.  The channel 

and pump station will be upgraded to address the current drainage problems and 

handle additional runoff from the OU4 site, once capped. Mr. Looney explained the 

schematic of the proposed new system, which is currently in the design phase.  He 

stated the new pump station will be created to accommodate expected excess 

stormwater from the area. 

E. OU4 CAP AND FOUNDATION DESIGN – Mr. Heislein stated a reuse planning 

analysis was done in 2015, and a Conceptual Land Use Plan was incorporated into the 

2016 Record of Decision.  The stormwater and OU4 designs will support reuse of the 

consolidated area.  Per Mr. Heislein, the 2016 Record of Decision restricts height and 

grade of the consolidation area cover.  The basic design was prepared to determine 

the final surface conditions.  The Town will need to verify the proposed building 

design and footprint, adding it will retain an outside vegetative border and barrier 

wall along the OU4 property line.   

F. OU3/OU6 CONFIRMATORY SAMPLING –Mr. Heislein explained the pre-

construction sampling will be done April – June 2020 at the following locations: 

o OU3 Upper Ferry Creek – top of bank 

o Beacon Point and Lockwood Avenue -- tidal marsh 

o 250 East Main Street -- Ashcroft Manufacturing – rear 

o Wooster Park – Quail Street 

o Residential property on Third Avenue  

They are working with property owners to get right-of-way entry for drilling to get 

the needed samples, and for remediation as well.  Mr. Heislein stated they will work 

with the Town to coordinated meetings with neighborhood groups prior to 

construction, to review plans and address any concerns prior to remediation.   

 

IV. QUESTIONS 

 The rock at Barrier #3 will be tested to determine if it is the same as that found at Barrier 

#1, so they will know the depth of concrete foundation needed. 

 For safety precautions, the trucks containing contaminated material will have a rigid seal 

(air- and water-tight).  The trucks will enter a pressure-treated tent structure while the 



work is being done.  Additionally, the trucks will be labeled “Raymark Waste”, and will 

be sprayed and cleaned of excess material prior to leaving the site.  

 The road at the end of Longbrook will be widened so trucks can move more easily at that 

location. 

 Ms. Coleman and/or Mr. DiLorenzo will share the 2015 Vita Nuova Reuse Planning 

Presentation, with the understanding that it is subject to change. 

 The stormwater plan will also be impacted by future use of the former Contract Plating 

site. 

 The new stormwater conveyance system will be permanent.  The current system pumps 

out 13 cubic feet per second, while the new system will pump out 200 cubic feet per 

second. 

 The truck routes are posted on the website www.TownofStratford.com/Raymark.  They 

are taking into account projects being done by the Town, State DOT, and United 

Illuminating, and are sharing the traffic management plan with them as well. 

 

V. ADJOURNMENT 

Ms. Coleman stated the Raymark Community Advisory Group meetings will now be held 

on the last Wednesday of each month.  The next meeting therefore will be Wednesday 

March 25, 2020 at 6:30pm.  Ms. Coleman then adjourned the meeting at 7:42pm. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Aileen Marsh 

Recording Secretary 

http://www.townofstratford.com/Raymark

