
RAYMARK COMMUNITY ADVISORY GROUP 

 

March 26, 2019 

 

The Raymark Community Advisory Group, in conjunction with the Stratford Health Department, 

Environmental Protection Agency, Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental 

Protection, the United States Army Corp of Engineers and Tighe and Bond conducted a meeting 

on Tuesday March 26, 2019 in Room 110 of the Birdseye Municipal Complex, 468 Birdseye 

Street, in Stratford CT. 

 

 

TOWN REPRESENTATIVE IN ATTENDANCE 

 Andrea Boissevain, Director of Health 

 Alivia Coleman, Health Department Program Associate 

 Melissa Niemiec, Stratford Police Dept. Traffic Lieutenant 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY (EPA) MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE 

 Jim DiLorenzo 

 Dan Keefe 

 Jim Murphy 

 Darriel Swatts 

 

UNITED STATES ARMY CORP OF ENGINEERS (USACE) MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE 

 Carl Niemitz 

 

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION (DEEP) MEMBERS 

IN ATTENDANCE 

 Tony Allevo 

 Ron Curran 

 

STATE REPRESENTATIVES IN ATTENDANCE 

 Allison Dodge for Senator Rosa DeLauro’s office 

 Ben Florsheim for Senator Chris Murphy’s office 

 Ellen Graham for Senator Richard Blumenthal’s office  

 

RESIDENTS IN ATTENDANCE 

 Michelina Buchino 

 Mike D’Angelo 

 Rose Carroll 

 Kate Glynn 

 Charles Perez 

 Cynthia D’Amato 

 Randall Woodson 

 Diane Elias 

 Jen Budai 



OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE 

 Pete Delano, Nobis 

 Rhea Varga 

 Jon & Jennifer Damon, Good Earth 

 Harley Langford, Tighe & Bond 

 Chris Pereira, Tantara 

 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

Ms. Coleman called the meeting to order at 6:35pm. 

 

II. INTRODUCTIONS 

 Ms. Coleman introduced herself and others in attendance, including Allison Dodge for 

Senator Rosa DeLauro’s office, Ben Florsheim for Senator Chris Murphy’s office, and 

Ellen Graham for Senator Richard Blumenthal’s office. 

 

III. TIGHE & BOND UPDATE ON CONTRACT PLATING SITE ASSESSMENT / 

CLEANUP  

Mr. Langford explained his firm is doing remediation work on the former Contract 

Plating site for the Town.  He noted that an access road will be built by EPA’s contractors 

through the former Contract Plating site on Longbrook Avenue, once the building slabs 

on the site are removed. He added that the access road will also serve as a cap for the 

contaminated soil underneath that would otherwise need to be removed.  Per Mr. 

Langford, there is a depressed lagoon at the proposed location of thehaul road cul-de-sac 

which will be filled with material from the Stratford High School renovation property.  

He noted that the construction work to remove the building slabs will begin in 30-60 

days, pending EPA approval, with the work being done Monday – Friday 7am-3pm, and 

will take 30-45 days to complete.  Mr. Langford stated he will work with DEEP to 

ascertain the cleanup meets government standards.   

 

IV. EPA/USACE UPDATE ON CONSTRUCTION OF RESIDENTIAL BARRIER AND 

ROADWAY THROUGH CONTRACT PLATING SITE 

 

Anticipated schedule of upcoming work: 

 December 13, 2018 – Kickoff meeting 

 March 20, 2019 – Office trailers mobilized; clearing and grubbing began 

Per Mr. DiLorenzo, they are trying to secure a storefront somewhere in Town, but are 

using trailers in the meantime. 

 Mid- to late-April 2019 – Conduct pre-construction home inspections 

Mr. DiLorenzo stated 2/3 of the home owners have agreed to the inspections. 

 Late April 2019 – Conduct soil investigation behind the press box 

Mr. DiLorenzo explained that behind the press box, they want to bracket the area 

since contaminated soil was found in the top 2-feet in one pocket area. 

 Early May 2019 – Start construction of barriers 



Per Mr. DeLorenzo, it will take three months to build the barriers.  He explained 

Model UNC-XT-1 Outdoor Sound Curtain for temporary sound barriers, and 

Permanent Durisol fencing panels.   

On 3-15-2019, the remedial contract was awarded to Sevenson Environmental 

Services Inc. 

 Mid-June 2019 – Start construction of haul road 

 

 

V. UPDATE ON OTHER RAYMARK OPERABLE UNITS 

Mr. DiLorenzo explained that the current (2016 ROD) cleanup includes Operable 

Units 2, 3, 4 and 6 (groundwater, upper ferry creek, the Raybestos Memorial Field and 

additional fill properties throughout Town.)   They are preparing for the remediation of 

contaminated soil at various locations in Town which will be brought to the Raymark ball 

field. 

Per Mr. DiLorenzo, in late Fall they will begin excavation from “SEED” 

properties at Wooster Park, 380 East Main Street, 200 Ferry Blvd., and the vacant lots 

behind Ferry Blvd. 

In Spring 2020, they plan to clear out OU4, and excavations at OU3/OU6 will 

begin in earnest. They expect the ball field site to be capped by 2022, adding that capping 

will be done as they go along, rather than at the end. 

Mr. DiLorenzo added that they are also trying to make progress on operable units 

beyond the 2016 ROD cleanup.   

Mr. Keefe discussed the progress of the Operable Units: 

 OU1 – Complete (former facility capped) 

 OU2 – Ongoing (Groundwater/Vapor Intrusion) 

Mr. Keefe noted 125 homes now have vapor mitigation systems.  He stated they 

recently completed a well survey, and will do groundwater flow studies in the 

upcoming years. 

 OU3 – Design (Upper Ferry Creek) 

 OU4 – Design (Raybestos Memorial Field) 

 OU5 – Ongoing (Shore Road/Housatonic Boat Club) 

 OU6 – Design (Additional fill properties) 

 OU7 – Investigation (Lower Ferry Creek) 

Mr. Keefe explained they are discussing remediation goals with the State of CT. 

 OU8 – Investigation (Beacon Point Boat launch) 

 Mr. Keefe explained they are discussing remediation goals with the State of CT. 

 OU9 – Investigation (Short Beach Park/Landfill) 

 

VI. QUESTIONS 

 How deep will the barrier poles go?  Mr. DiLorenzo stated many will be going in 

through rock using drill, to approximately 8-feet for the permanent barriers, 

adding that the foundation will be 2-1/2 – 4-feet deep.  Mr. Pereira explained the 

foundation will be cement, adding the posts are steel, and will be 4-feet deep for 

the temporary barriers.  Mr. DiLorenzo noted they will deploy vibration threshold 

monitors, adding that if the levels are too high, they will stop and reassess the 



situation.  Mr. Tantara stated the levels will be monitored by a third party 

geotechnical consultant. 

 Mr. DiLorenzo noted there will be a removal of debris and clearing within a 30-

foot swath where the barrier walls will go. 

 Regarding those homeowners with plaster walls and ceilings, Mr. DiLorenzo 

explained that the entire house will be examined, not just the foundations and 

basements. 

 The clearings along the barrier alignment will be done soon, and the Frog Pond 

Lane side will be done 3/27/2019. 

 Per Mr. Keefe, no contaminated material was found at the Shakespeare property, 

but there was some found on the edge of the embankment and the sidewalk by 

Shore Road. 

 Ms. Boissevain asked residents in attendance if they wanted to meet more than 

every other month.  Mr. DiLorenzo stated the next meeting will be in May, which 

coincides with when the barrier construction will begin.  He suggested that they 

meet monthly after that. 

  Ms. Boissevain introduced Stratford Police Dept. Traffic Lt. Niemiec, who is 

now part of the team and represents the Police Traffic Division.  Lt. Niemiec 

stated she will also take noise complaints.   

 Mr. Perez requested names and phone numbers for contacts. 

 One resident suggested a webinar for residents who want to watch the meeting but 

may be unable to attend. 

 Mr. DiLorenzo stated that the remedial contractor, Sevenson, is aware of their 

strong suggestion to find someone to spearhead the Job Training Initiative, adding 

that Zanetta Purnell from the EPA can speak about this at future meetings. 

 

VII. ADJOURNMENT 

Prior to adjournment, those in attendance wished Jim Murphy from the EPA a happy 

retirement, and Ms. Boissevain thanked him for his years of leading Raymark community 

involvement and government relations.  Ms. Coleman adjourned the meeting at 7:50pm. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Aileen Marsh 

Recording Secretary 


