
STRATFORD ARTS COMMISSION 

Regular Meeting – January 13, 2016 

 
 

MINUTES 

The Stratford Arts Commission conducted a Regular meeting on Wednesday, January 13, 2016 pursuant to 
notice duly posted. 
 

 Members Present:  Rich Fredette, Chair 
     Bruce Hirsch, Treasurer 
     Erin McLaughlin 
     Lenny Kovalik 
     Kathy Koperwhats 
     Lou DeCilio (Alternate for Bill Franz) 
     Theresa Piccolo (Alternate for Ellen Cox)    
 Others Present:  Margo Paquette, Secretary  
     

I. Call to Order- Meeting called to order by Rich Fredette, Chair, at 7:04 pm. 

 

II. Approval of Minutes from Regular Meeting 12/9/15 – Lenny Kovalik moved to accept the Minutes of 

the Regular Meeting 12/9/15; seconded by Erin McLaughlin. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

III. Reports 

a. Financial 

1. Treasurer’s report – Bruce Hirsch reported the Commission’s account balance is 

$13,247.82. 

2. Request for funds 

a) Short Beach Commission – Karen Daden and Robert Jaekle from the Short 

Beach Commission spoke about their interest to expand and improve their 

summer offerings and events at Short Beach. They requested the Arts 

Commission to cover the cost (approx. $1000) for a new inflatable movie screen 

and new projector; followed by questions and answers. Discussed were the 

capabilities of the system, the opportunities for use of the system by the Arts 

Commission, and the responsibility for storage of the system.  

Lou DeCilio moved to appropriate up to $1000.00 to the Short Beach Commission for the purchase of the 

inflatable screen and new projector; seconded by Erin McLaughlin. Motion carried unanimously. 

b) Stratford Recreational Department - “The Addams Family” – Cost of full 

page ad in the playbill of the Recreational Department’s production of “The 

Addams Family”. 

Bruce Hirsch moved to approve $50 for the full page ad in the playbill; seconded by Lenny Kovalik. Motion 

carried unanimously. 

b. Grant Writing – Erin McLaughlin continues to make progress learning the system. 

c. Subcommittees – Stratford Street Sculptures – No report. 

 

 

 

 



IV. Fundraising 

a. Artist Showcase Cocktail Hour – January event and February event –January showcase will 

take place Jan. 21 and feature 3 artists. The announcement is already posted on facebook. 

Invitations will go to each Council member. The Chair is hoping to be able to get the event 

promoted in the Stratford Star and Connecticut Post, and will be contacting Channel 12 about 

covering the event. Discussion of the possibility of the February event featuring high school 

artists/musicians. 

b. Talent Show – Erin McLaughlin stated a meeting would be scheduled next week. 

c. Comedy Night – The Chair will reach out to Riverview Bistro to discuss details of having the 

Comedy Night there. 

 

V. Events – No events 

 

VI. Old Business – No items 

 
VII. New Business 

a. BHS & SHS Scholarship Awards – Lou DeCilio reached out to both school’s Scholarship 
Committees and received information through email regarding the process. The secretary will 
forward that information to all the Commissioners.  

Lou DeCilio moved to appropriate $1000 (4 $250 scholarships) to each school; seconded by Lenny Kovalik. 
Motion carried unanimously.  

b. Any business as may be added to the agenda by motion as permitted by law – No items 

added. 

 

VIII. Open Discussion 

 
� Discussion continued regarding plans for having a booth at Main Street Festival 2016 

� Discussion regarding the Commission purchasing displays easels for use by the artists at the 
showcases. The secretary will search for options. 

� Wooster Middle School is looking for volunteers for a production of “Beauty and the Beast” in April. 
The Chairman will forward contact info. 

� Erin McLaughlin reported that a second class had to be added to the PAL cartooning class due to 
such a large response. 

 

IX. Adjournment – Erin McLaughlin moved to adjourn; seconded by Kathy Koperwhats. Motion carried 

unanimously at 8:14 pm. 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Margo Paquette, Secretary 

 


