
STRATFORD ARTS COMMISSION 

Regular Meeting – February 10, 2016 

 
 

MINUTES 

The Stratford Arts Commission conducted a Regular meeting on Wednesday, February 10, 2016 pursuant to 
notice duly posted. 
 

 Members Present:  Rich Fredette, Chair 
     Erin McLaughlin 
     Lenny Kovalik 
     Kathy Koperwhats 
     Paul Giarniero (Alternate for Bill Franz) 
     Theresa Piccolo (Alternate for Bruce Hirsch)    
 Others Present:  Margo Paquette, Secretary  
     

I. Call to Order- Meeting called to order by Rich Fredette, Chair, at 7:08 pm. 

 

II. Approval of Minutes from Regular Meeting 01/13/16 – Erin McLaughlin moved to accept the 

Minutes of the Regular Meeting 01/13/16; seconded by Lenny Kovalik. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

III. Reports 

a. Financial 

1. Treasurer’s report and balance sheet – Bruce Hirsch, Treasurer, was not in 

attendance. The Chairman distributed an unofficial balance sheet showing an account 

balance of $4,119.00 but clarified that the actual balance was $9,119.00 holding 

$5000.00 aside to return to the town to assist, if needed,  in the event of a town wide 

budget shortfall. 

Erin McLaughlin moved to approve the balance sheet report; seconded by Theresa Piccolo. Motion carried 

unanimously. 

2. Request for funds 

a) Victoria Soto Commemorative Mural Arts Project – Seeking a $1000.00 

donation to cover the last of the project’s needs. Discussion followed. 

Erin McLaughlin moved to approve $1000.00 to the Victoria Soto Commemorative Mural Arts Project; 

seconded by Kathy Koperwhats. Motion carried unanimously.  

b) PAL Superhero Cartooning class – Due to the great success of the first class, 

PAL will be offering 2 classes, beginner and advanced. Erin McLaughlin noted 

there is full class already signed up for the advanced class and a waiting list for 

the beginner class. Seeking $900.00 for extension of the classes. Discussion 

followed. 

Lenny Kovalik moved to approve $900.00 to PAL for the extension of the Superhero Cartooning classes; 

seconded by Theresa Piccolo. Motion carried unanimously.  

c) Commission supplies - $250.00 reimbursement to Lou DeCilio for purchase of 

display easels for use by artists at Artist Showcases. Discussion followed. 

Erin McLaughlin moved to approve $250.00 reimbursement to Lou DeCilio for purchase of easels; seconded by 

Lenny Kovalik. Motion carried unanimously. 

 



d) SHS Drama Club’s production of South Pacific – The Chairman would like the 

Commission to donate at the Corporate Level in the amount of $600.00. 

Discussion followed regarding the account balance after the possible costs to be 

incurred for future Commission events and the different levels of sponsorship 

available. Erin McLaughlin asked when it would be known if the Town Council 

would needing/accepting the $5000.00 the Commission has put aside to 

potentially help the town with any budget shortfall and Lenny Kovalick agreed 

that knowing that would make this decision easier. 

Tina Manus, 10th District Councilperson, who was in attendance in the audience, requested to address the 

Commission. The Chairman approved the request. Ms. Manus stated that as far as she could see, the $5000.00 

was not included in the resolutions or the ordinance that were presented and sent to the Ordinance Committee. 

The Commission clarified that there has been no official offer of the money from the Commission to the 

Council yet - the funds have simply been put off to the side with the intention of offering it to the Council at 

their March meeting. The Chairman asked Ms. Manus if the resolutions and ordinance sent to the Ordinance 

Committee had taken up the shortfall bringing everybody solvent. Ms. Manus stated that, from what she 

understood, it would be able to be solvent and recommended that if the Commission has good things to do with 

their money, they should continue to do them because it's important. More discussion followed regarding SHS 

Drama Club's production and the level of support and support of Bunnell High School’s Drama Club. 

 

Erin McLaughlin moved to approve a donation at the Corporate Level in the amount of $600.00 to SHS Drama 

Club with an equal amount set aside for Bunnell High School; seconded by Kathy Koperwhats. Motion carried 

unanimously. 

b. Grant Writing – Efforts are continuing. 

c. Subcommittees – Stratford Street Sculptures – No report. The chairman will invite them to 

the next meeting to discuss small scale project to possibly include the painting of fire hydrants. 

Theresa Piccolo mentioned how Milford used to have a door painting contest that involved the 

businesses in the downtown area. 

 

IV. Fundraising 

a. Artist Showcase Cocktail Hour 

1. January Event – The January event was a huge success and $150.00 in donations was 

collected. 

2. February Event – There is no showcase scheduled for February. 

3. March Event – Working to get the High Schools’ jazz bands and the kids from the 

cartooning class. 

b. Talent Show – Erin McLaughlin said the Talent Show is scheduled for May 26 and will be held 

at Riverview Bistro. Audition days and times and other details regarding judging and 

prizes…etc., TBD. 

c. Comedy Night – This event will probably be pushed to after summer.  

 

V. Events – No events 

 

VI. Old Business – No items 

 

 



 
VII. New Business - Any business as may be added to the agenda by motion as permitted by law – No 

items added. 

 

VIII. Open Discussion 

 
� Kathy Koperwhats brought up business cards for each commissioner. Discussion followed about 

town issued cards, a town email address, cost of cards…etc. The Chairman will look more into 

the options that would be available. 

� Main Street Festival – Lenny Kovalik brought information about a Spin Art machine and cost of 
Frisbees.  Other options such as temp. tattoos, henna tattoos, Superhero sketches, and details such as 
space requirements and costs were discussed 

 

IX. Adjournment – Erin McLaughlin moved to adjourn; seconded by Kathy Koperwhats. Motion carried 

unanimously at 8:30 pm. 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Margo Paquette, Secretary 

 


