
STRATFORD ARTS COMMISSION 

Regular Meeting – May 11, 2016 
 

MINUTES 

The Stratford Arts Commission conducted a Regular meeting on Wednesday, May 11, 2016 pursuant to notice 
duly posted. 
 

 Members Present:  Rich Fredette, Chair 
     Bruce Hirsch, Treasurer 
     Erin McLaughlin 
     Lenny Kovalik 
     Bill Franz 
     Theresa Piccolo (Alternate for Kathy Koperwhats) 
     Paul Giarniero (Alternate for Ellen Cox)    
 Others Present:  Margo Paquette, Secretary  
     

I. Call to Order- Meeting called to order by Rich Fredette, Chair, at 7:07 pm. 

 

The Chair moved the agenda out of order to invite Margarita David from the Sterling House Art Program to 

address the Commission to provide additional information and details regarding the written request for 

funds submitted during last month’s meeting. Ms. David discussed the history and details of the program 

and provided the Commission with a spreadsheet breakdown of the program’s costs. Ms. David then had to 

leave as she had prior commitment.  

 

II. Approval of Minutes from Regular Meeting 04/13/16 – Lenny Kovalik moved to accept the Minutes 

of the Regular Meeting 04/13/16; seconded by Erin McLaughlin. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

III. Reports 

a. Financial 

1. Treasurer’s report and balance sheet – Bruce Hirsch, Treasurer, distributed an 

unofficial balance sheet showing an estimated balance that remained unchanged from 

last month. 

The Commission discussed the change in funding approach, due to a vote by the Town Council, which will take 

effect for the upcoming fiscal year. 

Erin McLaughlin moved to accept the Treasurer’s report; seconded by Bill Franz. Motion carried unanimously. 

2. Request for funds –  

Sterling House Art Program The Commission discussed the request for funding for the Sterling House Art 

Program presented by Ms. David. 

Erin McLaughlin moved to donate $500 to the Sterling House Art Program; seconded by Bruce Hirsch. Motion 

carried unanimously. 

PAL (Police Activities League) PAL thanked the Commission for supporting their wildly successful inaugural 

Superheroes Cartooning Class and has requested the Commission continue to support the program that will 

now, due to its great success, continue through the summer. 

Bruce Hirsch moved to allocate the requested $1400 to PAL’s Superheroes Cartooning Class summer program; 

seconded by Theresa Piccolo. Motion carried unanimously. 

Main Street Festival The Commission discussed details of the costs and use of the funds allocated at last 

month’s meeting for the June 4th Main Street Festival. 

 



 

Mighty Quinn Foundation The Foundation submitted a request which was discussed by the Commission. The 

Commissioners agreed that the request was vague and details and specifics would be needed before making a 

decision. The Chair will invite a representative from the Foundation to address the Commission at the next 

regular meeting. 

b. Grant Writing – No report. 

c. Subcommittees – Stratford Street Sculptures – No report. 

 

IV. Fundraising 

a. Artist Showcase Cocktail Hour 

1. April Event – Held Thursday, April 21st featuring Roger Salls, Kristi Henrick and 

Adam Reed raised approx. $68. 

2. May Event – The Talent Show was scheduled to be the feature for the May event. 

There was not sufficient response to the auditions to hold the event so there will be no 

event in May and the audition participants will be contacted to be featured in a future 

“Celebrate Creativity” Cocktail Hour event.  

b. Talent Show – Cancelled 

c. Comedy Night – There has been no real progress securing the venue.  

 

V. Events – Main Street Festival June 4th 

 

VI. Old Business – No items 

 
VII. New Business - Any business as may be added to the agenda by motion as permitted by law – No 

items added. 

 

VIII. Open Discussion 

 

� Brief recap of plans and details for Main Street Festival. A Special Meeting will be scheduled prior to 

the event. 

 

IX. Adjournment – Erin McLaughlin moved to adjourn; seconded by Theresa Piccolo. Motion carried 

unanimously at 8:22 pm. 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Margo Paquette, Secretary 

 


