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The regularly scheduled Beautification Committee meeting was conducted on Tuesday March 1, 

2016 in room 213 of Stratford Town Hall, 2725 Main Street, Stratford, CT pursuant to notice 

duly posted. 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Co-Chair Donna 

Caserta. 

Members in attendance – Tina Manus, Gail Liscio, Florence Kokoruda, Rita Scacchia, Donna 

Caserta, Patricia Ritchie, Barbara Julian, Rosanne Neri, Jen Reiley-Young, Chris Banddecchi 

Others in attendance:  Dir. Of Public Safety Larry Ciccarelli 

 

2. Introduction of new Committee member  New member, Jen Reiley-Young, and current 

members introduced themselves.  (THIS AGENDA ITEM WAS DEFERRED TO THE END OF 

THE MEETING.) 

 

Mr. Ciccarelli (former CAO) reviewed the Staff/Employee Organizational Chart.  Discussion 

went on re:  budgets, agencies, repair of Town Hall sprinkler system, review of staff members 

for purposes of communicating concerns/needs, replacement of flower urns on esplanade just 

south of Stratford Center, town insurance, Kiosk at Paradise Green, Town wide tree replacement, 

plan for UI to reshape trees in areas where overhead wires are obstructed, wattage of street lights, 

street signs. 

 

3. Review of Old Business 

Accept Minutes of the February 2, 2016 Meeting — A motion was made by Ms. Liscio, 

seconded by Ms. Manus to approve the minutes.  The motion passed unanimously.   

 

 Christina Batoh and Chad Esposito, review of spring plant order, “Greensweep” update, 

irrigation update. — Ms. Batoh will pay for Stratford Star Ad with the date change for 

Greensweep, 

 

4. New Business. 

 

 Florence K. – work with Ann and Greensweep lawn signs. No report.  Ms. Manus said 

that a Girls Scout troop is interested in helping with Greensweep. 

 

 Barbara Julian – education report.  She mentioned a person who is willing to put together 

a design for landscaping – particularly Wilcoxson Elementary and Bunnell High Schools.  

Mr. Ciccarelli asked that the project hold for a bit because school security is currently 

being reviewed. 

 

 Donna C. - Update on Kiosk  

o Christina will have town make repairs if scout project not forth coming.  Scouts 

have removed the glass for cleaning.  They have purchased wood – plastic wood 

that will not rot.  They have key to kiosk.  They have gone to Stoneworks to try 

and obtain matching brick and obtained 2 samples. No place wants to sell them 

just a few pieces and we don’t need 100 pieces. They need adult supervision when 
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working with power tools and boys father, who is the adult, has been in hospital 

so it slowed things up a little. They were wondering about the “planter boxes” and 

want to remove them. I told them there are suppose to be wires in them but I will 

check with Moe again and find out for sure. I told the mother that the bag hanging 

on the kiosk looks like blight and suggested they put a sign on kiosk stating work 

in progress or something of that nature and she said they would do something. 

 

o Bridgeport Transit shelter-report — It was learned that the Transit Authority has a 

private contractor for caring for the shelters.  Ms. Caserta will contact the GBTA 

with the locations of shelters that need attention. 

 

o Review of containers at the Green (extra flowers ordered in case of damage).  

Discussion re:  motivating merchants to beautify their store fronts/establishments.  

Ms. Manus suggested asking a merchant to encourage other merchants to beautify 

the outside areas of the establishments.   
 

 Rita S.-identify areas for remediation during Greensweep, improvement of Gazebo area.  

Ms. Julian suggested the gazebo area would be an ideal place for the portable, seasonal 

ice skating rink which was recently donated to the town by the Wilcoxson School 

Fathers’ Club.  Mr. Ciccarelli commented on liability and vandalism problems. 
 

 Tina- collection of photos for Beautification Board.  Ms. Caserta forwarded past photos.  

Ms. Manus reviewed the plans.  She will be hosting a neighborhood network community 

meeting at Second Hill Lane School on March 30, 6:30-8 p.m.  Beautification Committee 

is invited to participate. 
 

 Gail L.: Communication-identify entities to publicize Greensweep. Letter writing, phone, 

emails etc. — No report. 
 

 Additions to Beautification Calendar.  — No report. 
 

 June submission of Ad for Community Calendar - consider changes, additions for 

Holiday House contest, (easier on line submissions) — No report. 
 

 Updates – Council Member Tina Manus.  Updates mentioned above. 
 

5. Possible March guest: Bill O’Brien to discuss blight, sign removal project. 

 

6. Closing — Upon a motion by Ms. Manus, seconded by Ms. Liscio, it was passed 

unanimously to adjourn the meeting at 7:38 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Carol Cabral, Secretary 


