
Conservation Commission Meeting 

November 10, 2014 

The Conservation Commission conducted a regularly scheduled meeting on November 10, 2014 

in Room 111 of the Birdseye Complex, 468 Birdseye Street, Stratford, Connecticut. 

Members Present: Chairman Dancho, J. DiMenno, R. Heiden ,W. McCann, K. Rodia, M. Stewart 

Members Absent:  none 

Also Present: Conservation Admininstrator Brian Carey 

Call to Order: Chairman Dancho, called the meeting to order at 7:27 p.m. 

Approval of Minutes:  Ms. Rodia made a motion to approve the minutes of August 12, 2014. 

The motion was seconded by Mr. DiMenno.  The motion carrried 5 to 1, with M. Stewart 

abstaining. 

Open Space Committee Report:  Ms. Rodia mentioned there were a lot of properties up for 

sale.   Mr. Carey indicated the town is in negotiations to purchase the Patricia Drive property.  

He stated there were some issues and the town attorney was dealing with this matter.   

Chairman Dancho briefly spoke on an accepted bid for Shakespeare, some restrictions were 

noted-up to the town council to decide.   

Conservation Administrators Report:  Mr. Carey reported that the property on 993 Honeyspot 

Road is now a long term lease-the tenants have made improvements.  The property went out to 

bid - hoping demolition will start by January. Town Council needs to approve.  

There was a delay on the Mercer Towers project hopefully by January 1st we will see some 

activity. 

Mr. Carey also disclosed that an application was submitted on a proposal for 37 affordable 

housing apartments on James Farm Road.  A public hearing is set for November 19th, but he 

hopes to push it to January.  Zoning should fight this. He stated it's far outside of the wetlands, 

and pretty legitimate for an approval.  Mr. Carey will email the plans to everyone covering all 

information pertaining to this matter.  He also, recommended attending the hearing in January. 

Old Business:  Mr. Carey said the airport project was has begun and should be done by 

February. 

Mr. Heiden gave an update on Rooney Drive.  A hearing was held on October 27th, in which the 

judge threw it out on a technicality.  A possible appeal is in the works.  Mr. Carey will get an 

update on this and see if any action can be taken. 



Ms. Rodia reported that the Pumpkin Festival was a success.  She received a correspondence 

from David Wright to reinstate the bird festival and possibly other activities for next year.  

Recommended planning now and get a sub committee together.  Put on the agenda for next 

meeting.  Also, asked the commission to send a thank you note to the Hart's seed company. 

Mr. DiMenna offered to call and let people know ahead of time if the meeting will be cancelled 

for that evening. 

 

New Business:  Mr. Dancho briefly mentioned Roosevelt Forest was being closed more often 

because of police usage.  Ms Rodia said she will look into why. 

Mr. Dancho reported Theresa Gallager from Shelton, would like  a meeting with us concerning 

Farmer River Park.  The park is being trashed, and illegal activities are going on there, because 

Stratford owns this area they are limited to what they can do.  Mr. Carey stated he will follow 

up on this matter.  

Adjournment: There being no further items to discuss.  Ms. Rodia made a motion to adjourn 

the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Mr. McCann.  Adjourned at 8:57 p.m. 

Respectively Submitted, 

Laurell Barr 

Recording Secretary 


