Open Space Committee
Minutes of Meeting
October 8, 2013

The Conservation Open Space Committee conducted a regularly scheduled meeting
on Tuesday, October 8, 2013 at Birdseye Municipal Complex, 468 Birdseye Street,
Stratford, CT

1. Call to Order: 6:37 p.m.

Presiding: Chairman Karen Rodia

Committee Members in Attendance: Joseph Dimenno, Bill McCann sitting for Greg
Dancho, Rich Heiden

Others in Attendance: Conservation Administrator Brian Carey

2. Approval of Minutes: Mr. Dimenno made a motion to approve the September 10™
meeting. The motion was seconded by Mr. McCann. The motion carried unanimously.

3. Plan of Conservation and Development: Mr. Carey distributed and reviewed the
“Inventory of Potential Open Space Properties” advising the Committee to read it at
their leisure. He noted the weakest point in the report is prioritizing properties. Noted
there is an Open Space account and purchasing properties should be acted on quickly.
Committee discussed usage of Open Space funds and deed restrictions to protect
properties. It was noted that the Town Council and the Conservation Commission
work cooperatively in releasing easements. Mr. Carey noted that deed caveat is
different than easements. Mr. Carey is awaiting notification from the Town Assessor
in regards to Public Act 490. The Committee than discussed tax breaks for tax exempt
properties, significance of small properties and sending letters to property owners on
list for record keeping. Mr. Carey will ask Gary Lorentson to bring before the
Planning Commission for certification.

Ms. Rodia questioned Mr. Carey on Cooks Pond. Mr. Carey noted it is up to owner of
property to fix the dam. He also noted it is somewhat of a different situation due to the
fact that he does not own the pond and pays no taxes on the pond. DEEP is involved
and has issued a letter of recommendations. The dam does not have an adequate
spillway and requires money to repair. Being there is no homeowners association, it is
difficult to obtain funds for repairs. Ms. Rodia will get file from S. Sulier for Mr.
Carey.

Mr. Dimenno suggested they acquire another person to be on the Open Space
Committee to make five (5). Mr. McCann volunteered to become a permanent
member.

4. Goal Setting: None
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5. Other Business: None

6. Adjournment: Hearing no further business or discussion. A motion was made by
Mr. Dimenno and seconded by Mr. McCann to adjourn the meeting. The motion
carried unanimously. The meeting was adjourned at 7:34 p.m.

Respectively Submitted,

Gail DeCilio
Secretary



