
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 1  
MINUTES OF MEETING OF APRIL 14, 2015 

Members present:   Fred Hyatt, Randy Vidal,  John Dobos, James Benson, and Brian Oliver  
Others present:  Karen Kaiser (Economic Development), Councilmen Jason Santi, and Mayor John Harkins  
 

1.  CALL TO ORDER 
 -  Chairman Dobos called the meeting to order at 5:06 p.m. in Room 213 of the Town Hall, 2725 
Main Street, Stratford, CT. 
 
2.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF MARCH 10, 2015 
             - MR. VIDAL MOVED, SECONDED BY MR. HYATT, TO APPROVE THE FOREGOING 
MINUTES.   MOTION TO APPROVE CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
 -  Chairman Dobos advised that by e-mail the Commission voted to spend $2,000 to help 
advertise Stratford Restaurant Week. 
 
3.  UPDATE FROM ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR   
 -  Ms. Kaiser distributed her report to the members and reviewed the highlights. 
 

 Raymark Superfund Site – The next step in the process is a public hearing.  The group “Save 
Stratford” is on board with the plan for the comprehensive cleanup of the site.  This plan calls for 
removing more than half of the waste from Stratford, including the most hazardous waste.  
Councilman Santi added that the EPA and DEEP are going to need a resolution from the 
Stratford Town Council to consolidate some of the asbestos waste.   He would like to see the 
old Council vote on this resolution before the new Council takes over next November. 

 

 Sikorsky Airport Upgrade/Main Street – The DOT will be re-opening Main Street at the end of 
May, closing it at the end of July, and re-opening it again around Labor Day. 

 

 Transit Oriented Development (TOD) –There had recently been comments made at the Zoning 

Public Hearing that the EDC was not involved in this project.  However, Chairman Dobos 

pointed out that a few EDC members had also served on the original TOD Steering Committee. 

 

 -  Mayor Harkins joined the meeting at this point and provided his own update.  Regarding 

Raymark, the timeline is very tight.  The EPA has agreed to remove 52% of the waste.  He agrees with 

Councilman Santi that he would like the current Council to vote on any resolution.  As to the SAEP, the 

State has agreed in principle to dredge the mudflats (bulkhead concept).  This would be the first time it 

was done in Connecticut.  The Army will pay for the mudflat cleanup.  As a result, the causeway will be 

higher and wider and out of the Flood Zone. 

 

 -  Ms. Kaiser continued her report: 

  
 Exist 33 Interchange -  Ms. Kaiser met with the Milford EDC Director who advised her that the 

Milford Mayor and his administration are not against Exit 33, but they will not come out in favor 
of it. 

 

 Contract Plating (540 Longbrook Avenue) –   Brian Carey is leaving.  His position has been 

posted and the Town will be interviewing for a replacement. 

 

 Stratford Land Development - Waiting for the signed lease with Fedex International. 
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 Washington Parkway (Skating Rink) – Developer has purchased this property, but future plan 

for site has not been determined.   

 

 -  Mayor Harkins stated that parking is a problem in the Paradise Green area.  In addition to the 

businesses, parking is also an issue for the Farmers Market.  He was thinking of creating a Traffic 

Authority.  The Town is also trying to buy the old Dobas building at 3704 Main Street and turn it into a 

municipal lot.  This would add about 20 parking spaces.  The Town had been thinking of cutting parking 

spaces into Paradise Green itself, but apparently there are restrictions. 

 

 -  Mayor Harkins pointed out all the positive things that are happening in Stratford.  Patriot 

National Bank is now thinking of opening a branch here.  The Mayor also approached Stew Leonard’s, 

but they are busy with a new store in Long Island.   

 

 -  Chairman Dobos stated that the EDC should call attention to the positive.  Mr. Vidal added 

that the EDC should work on a marketing plan to get the message out about Stratford.   

.   
5.   NEW BUSINESS - none 
  
  
6.  OLD BUSINESS - none 
 
 
7.  ADJOURNMENT 
 -  There being no further business before the Commission, the meeting adjourned at 6:16 P.M. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Gail J. Nobili 
Secretary 


