
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 1  
MINUTES OF MEETING OF JANUARY 12, 2016 

Members present:   John Dobos, James Benson, Fred Hyatt, Brian Oliver (arrived 5:40 p.m.), Randy Vidal and 
Robyn Greenspan (Alt.)  
Others present:  Council Chair Beth Daponte (First District) and Neal Sherman 
 

1.  CALL TO ORDER 
 -  Chairman Dobos called the meeting to order at 5:33 p.m. in Room 213 of the Town Hall, 2725 
Main Street, Stratford, CT.  He introduced newly-elected Council Chair, Beth Daponte. 
 
 -  Ms. Daponte addressed the Commission.  She advised that there is a question about who 
appoints to the Economic Development Commission, the Mayor or the Council, as there is a conflict 
between the Charter (which created a Dept. of Economic and Community Development) and Section 5-
17 of the Town Code (which created the Economic Development Commission).  The Town Attorney’s 
Office is looking into this.  She also advised that Section 5-74 of the Town Code provides for a Stratford 
Army Engine Plaint Implementation Organization which meets quarterly.  She would like to revive this 
SAEP Commission.  Ms. Daponte also talked about using the Arts as a tool for economic development.  
Ms. Greenspan added that this was what she meant last month when she suggested using the 
Stratford breweries as a destination point and then adding the amenities that people who go to 
breweries like (i.e., pubs, food trucks, music).  Ms. Daponte added that she would like to use the 
Square One Theater building in Stratford Center, where the Masonic Lodge is now located, for artistic 
purposes.  She is trying to get Mayor Harkins to send a letter suggesting this to the owners.  She asked 
the EDC to send a letter of support to the Mayor. 
 
 -  Chairman Dobos advised Ms. Daponte that after the Council appoints a Council liaison to the 
EDC, he will be scheduling a meeting of all Council Chairpersons.  Ms. Daponte added that she is 
going to request quarterly reports from each Chairman. 
 
2.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF DECEMBER 8, 2015 
             - MR. VIDAL MOVED, SECONDED BY MR. HYATT, TO APPROVE THE FOREGOING 
MINUTES.   MOTION TO APPROVE CARRIED 6-0. 
 
3.  UPDATE FROM ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR   
 -  Both Ms. Kaiser and Ms. Knorr were absent due to other commitments.  Chairman Dobos 
updated the Commission: 
 

 Sikorsky Airport Runway – The improvements worked as designed and held up during the 
recent storm. 
 

 Contract Plating (540 Longbrook Avenue) – The main building is demolished and the 3 auxiliary 
buildings are in the process of being demolished.   
 

 Stratford Avenue Streetscape – The DOT has approved the design and the RFP has gone out 
to bid.  This should be a spring project. 

 

 Exit 33 – No public hearing has been scheduled yet.  Although Milford is trying to stop the 
project, an EDC study concluded that Devon businesses would not be affected by Exit 33. 
 

 Hawley Lane Medical Building – This is almost finished. 
 

 New Breweries – Two new small breweries coming to Stratford – Fairfield Craft Ales (Honeyspot 

Road), and Church Owl Brewery (Access Road) makes gluten-free beer.  Chairman Dobos 
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stated that Stratford needs to promote its breweries and attract other breweries to Stratford.  He 

suggested forming a subcommittee. 
 

 1019 Main Street – Property to be developed for 10 condo units. 
 

 Harvest House – New Asian restaurant located in Hawley Lane. 
 

 Skating Rink Property – Developer of property to hold a meeting at the Lordship Community 

Church on January 20. 

  

 Exxon Station (Stratford & Main) – Remediation is in progress and then Exxon will put the 

property on the market for sale. 

 

4.   NEW BUSINESS 
 
 -  Ms. Daponte asked about the property for sale across from the Sterling House.  She also 
stated that she thought the Christ Church property should be used for parking rather than as residential.  
She also inquired about leasing the Ballys’ property for railroad parking. 
 
 -  Mr. Sherman asked about plans for redevelopment of Barnum Avenue Extension and the 
impact of Exit 33.   
 
 -  Ms. Daponte added that she is asking Mayor Harkins to appoint people to the Architect 
Review Board. 
   
5.  OLD BUSINESS – no business 
  
6.  ADJOURNMENT 
 -  There being no further business before the Commission, the meeting adjourned at 6:25 P.M. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Gail J. Nobili 
Secretary 


