
Members:  Thomas Yemm — Chairman, Paul Joy — Vice Chair, Ryan Erenhouse, Edward 
Goodrich, Lisa Donnelly — Clerk; Alternate members:  Beth Daponte, Robert Caldwell, 
Michael Bingham 

 

HISTORIC  DISTRICT  COMMISSION 
MINUTES  OF  MEETING 

 
June 5, 2014 

 
1) Call to Order: Chairman Yemm called the meeting to order at 7:11 p.m. in Room 213 
of Stratford Town Hall, 2725 Main Street, Stratford, CT pursuant to notice duly posted. 
 
Members in Attendance: Thomas Yemm, Paul Joy, Edward Goodrich, Alternate Member 
Michael Bingham. 
 
2) Approval of Minutes: Minutes of regularly scheduled meeting of March 6, 2014 
A motion was made by Mr. Bingham to approve the minutes of March 6, 2014.  The motion 
was seconded by Mr. Joy and the motion carried unanimously. 
 
3) Certificate of Appropriateness Applications: None 
 
4) Correspondence:   Mr. Joy read a letter into the record from U.S. General Services 
Administration, Real Property Utilization and disposal Public Buildings Services re:  Notice of 
availability of Stratford Shoal “Middle Island” Light Station; National Historic Lighthouse 
Preservation Act of 2000.  The notice indicated the following information:  Property 
Identification, Address, Description, Condition of Property, Range of possible uses, 
Commercial Activities, Historical Information, utilities, Tenant, Aids to navigation, Easement 
to be retained by the USCG, Environmental information, Notice Response due date, 
Access/Inspection, response contact information. 
 
5) Old Business: 
 

A. Inventory of Historic Buildings (Not currently in Historic District) – Specific 
properties were discussed. 

 
B. Election of Historic District Commission Clerk — 2014 in accordance with § 
121-4 E. of Town code.  Placed on the table during meeting of Jan. 16, 2014.   

 
UPON A MOTION BY MR. JOY AND SECONDED BY MR. BINGHAM, IT WAS VOTED 
UNANIMOUSLY TO TAKE THE FOREGOING ITEM OFF THE TABLE.  After discussion:  
MR. JOY MOTIONED TO NOMINATE MS. DONNELLY AS CLERK OF THE HISTRIC 
DISTRICT COMMISSION.  HEARING NO SECOND, MR. JOY WITHDREW HIS MOTION.  A 
MOTION WAS MADE BY MR. GOODRICH, SECONDED BY MR. BINGHAM TO RETURN 
THE ITEM TO THE TABLE.  THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
6) New Business: 
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A. Historic District brochure discussion – The handbook was published in 2007.  
Discussion ensued re: an appropriate format to reintroduce an update.  Mr. Yemm 
circulated a realtor’s brochure that specified some of Stratford’s Historical 
significance.   Mr. Yemm also circulated an introductory flyer (tri-fold mailer) and 
asked for input and data from other Commissioners for inclusion of information for 
a final copy re:  Economic advantages of buying in a historic District, parameters, 
benefits, restrictions, Stratford History.  The demo flyer showed a picture of the 
“Stratford Historic District” sign.   

 
B. Historic District expansion discussion — Areas south of the current district 

(South of Stratford Ave. and Birdseye Street) were discussed.  Mr. Yemm reviewed 
the process to expand the old or create a new district – 75% of the homeowners 
involved MUST approve; 100% of the homeowners involved must vote.  Discussion 
continued re:  accumulating public interest, acknowledging the past, individual 
homes as opposed to a grouping, devising a process to expand.  Mr. Yemm will 
contact Mr. Reslink for additional enlightenment as to the 1997 expansion process. 

 
C. C. Nicoll Benjamin House – Work began on the porch and pilings in preparation 

for work on the columns.  
 
WAIVER OF RULES OF ORDER 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY MR. BINGHAM SECONDED BY MR. JOY TO WAIVE THE 

RULES OF ORDER TO ADD THE ITEM:  INPUT FROM STRATFORD RESIDENT, PETER 

HORBURY.  THE MOTION TO WAIVE PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
Mr. Peter Horbury of 1630 Main Street is renovating a historic home at 688 Broad Street.  He 
circulated photos of the project showing additions to the original building, roofs and beams.  
He will be requesting a demolition permit from the building dept.  He related his experience 
with state officials for lead in sash cords and window weights.  He shared information re:  
State and Federal tax credits for renovating older homes.  He will, at some time in the future, 
seek a COA re window replacement. 
 
7) Adjournment:   
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY MR. JOY, SECONDED BY MR. BINGHAM TO RECOGNIZE 
MR. LEWIS KNAPP, STRATFORD TOWN HISTORIAN, FOR HIS EFFORTS AND CON-
TRIBUTION FOR ESTABLISHING STRATFORD HISTORIC DISTRICT AND COMMISSION.  
THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  MR. KNAPP PASSED AWAY LAST WEEK.   
 
Hearing no further business, Mr. Joy made a motion to adjourn at 8:40 p.m. The motion was 
seconded by Mr. Goodrich.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
  
Carol Cabral 
 


