
Parks and Recreation Committee 

September 28, 2016 

The Parks & Recreation Committee held a regular meeting on Wednesday, September 28, 2016 

in Room 213 of Stratford Town Hall as duly posted. 

Members Present:  Chairman Kadeem,  Mr. Jaekle, Mr. O’Brien, Mr. Rich,  Ms. Antezzo, Mr. 

Stelmack,  Mr. Marcone, Mr. Hoydick 

Alternates Present:   Mr. Bauer 

Members Absent:   Mr. Salerno, Alternate Ms. Calzone 

Others Present: Recreation Superintendent, Pat Patusky, Parks Superintendent, Chad Esposito 

Call to Order:  Chairman Kadeem called the meeting to order at 6:33 p.m. 

Approval of Minutes – Mr. Rich made a motion to approve the minutes of July 27, 2016.  The 

motion was seconded by Mr. O’Brien.  The motion carried unanimously. 

Projects and Reports 

a. 5-Year Plan – Ms. Patusky distributed and reviewed draft of the Master 5-Yr Plan.  

She noted some enclosed are items from the previous Master Plan.  Discussion 

ensued. 

Mr. Marcone made a motion to accept the draft of the 5-Yr Plan presented by Ms. 

Patusky noting that any changes will be implemented.  The motion was seconded 

by Mr. Stelmack.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Mr. Jaekle made a motion to waive the rules to take items out of order.  The motion was 

seconded by Mr. O’Brien.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

DeLuca Field – Mr. Esposito informed the Committee events are still taking place.  He noted 

most work has been done except for painting.  Backstop needs replacement with approximate 

cost at 100K.  Mr. Kadeem recommended the most durable backstop be purchased.  

Longbrook Park – Mr. Esposito noted splash park closed September 26th – had some mold 

problems.  A number of fall events will be taking place. 

Johnson – Ms. Patusky reported specs for lighting will be going out to bid. 

Juliet Lowe Field – Discussion ensued on picnic pavilion. This item will be added to the agenda 

under Continuing Items. 

Wooster Field – Mr. Esposito said two port-o-potties will be moved tomorrow. 

Longbrook Park Skating Rink – Mr. Rich distributed and reviewed letter received from Kayne 

Bosma, Wilcoxsin Fathers’ Club, noting they will withdraw their donation if the rink cannot be 



housed at Longbrook Park.  Mr. Esposito and Ms. Antezzo noted that Longbrook Park is not 

feasible because a permanent fence would have to be installed due to insurance regulations. 

 

Continuing items 
 

a.   Frank DeLuca Field – See above 

b.   Short Beach Commission – No Report 

c.  Boothe Park – Pumpkin Festival will be held October 15th from 1-5 p.m.  Mr. Jaekle 

questioned procedure for obtaining plaque housed at Booth Park in honor of his 

grandfather.  Committee suggested he approach Booth Park Commission and Stratford 

Rotary Club. 

d. Maximize Use of School Facilities – Ms. Patusky informed the Committee that 

reservations are taking place. 

e.  Tennis Courts, Platform Tennis and Pickle Ball – Ms. Antezzo has had a complaint of 

lights not working at the platform tennis court. 

f.   Athletic Fields – Mr. Bauer would like to use the 150K allocated to parks in CIP for 

the lacrosse field at Short Beach.  Ms. Patusky suggested making a recommendation to 

the Town Council.  Mr. Hoydick questioned if any other parks need funding.  Discussed 

irrigation system.  Mr. Bauer made a motion to have the Parks Superintendent and 

Town Engineer put spec and bid together for the total cost of the renovation of the 

lacrosse field.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Stelmack.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 

g.   Longbrook Park – Mr. Rich distributed information on a litter pick-up date of 

November 19th for the park.  Would like to get funding from the Town for flyers to be 

distributed.  Mr. O’Brien suggested not wasting money on signage but instead 

advertising on social media and send flyers to schools.  Mr. Rich will approach the 

Longbrook Park Commission for assistance.  Ms. Antezzo suggested looking into DeLuca 

Field for the ice rink.  Ms. Patusky will contact Ansonia and Norwalk to see how they 

operate their ice rinks. 

h. Roosevelt Forest – Ms. Patusky noted that the Recreation Department sponsored 

Roosevelt Forest Day which was a huge success. 

I.  Dog Park – No Report 

Old Business  

a. South End Splash Park – Chairman Kadeem informed the Committee that CBGD 

funds have been put aside plus they have had offers of donations.  Electricity will 

be installed shortly. 

b. Memorial for Larry Miller – Mr. Marcone noted Town is working on plaques for 

residents who have served the Town for twenty years or more. 

c. Longbrook Park Skating Rink –  See above 



d. Memorial for Bud Underwood – Ms. Antezzo suggested the gazebo in Paradise 

Green be named after Bud Underwood.  Discussion ensued.  Mr. Jaekle made a 

motion to send to the Town Council with a favorable recommendation that the 

gazebo in Paradise Green be named after Bud Underwood.  The motion was 

seconded by Ms. Antezzo.  The motion carried unanimously. 

e. Greenway – Meeting on October 5th  

 

New Business – Chairman Kadeem informed the Committee he will not be available for next 

months’ meeting and Mr. Hoydick will be the acting Chairman. 

 

Members Comments/Concerns – None 

  

 

Seeing no other business to discuss, Mr. O’Brien made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  The 

motion was seconded by Mr. Stelmack  The meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m. 

Respectively Submitted, 

 

Gail De Cilio 

Recording Secretary 

  


