
PLANNING COMMISSION 

Regularly Scheduled Meeting 

January 20, 2015 

The Planning Commission held a regularly scheduled meeting on Tuesday, January 

20, 2015 in Council Chambers of Stratford Town Hall 

Members Present:  Mr. Silhavey, Mr. Paul,  Ms. Baker, Mr. Senft, Mr. Vecsey 

Alternates Present:  None 

Others Present:  Gary Lorentson, Planning & Zoning Administrator, Tim Bishop, 

Town Attorney, Mr. Nocera, CAO 

Members Absent:  None 

Call to Order:  Chairman Silhavey called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. 

Approval of Minutes:  Mr. Vecsey made a motion to approve the minutes of 

December 16, 2014.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Baker.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 

Chairman Silhavey announced that pursuant to Rule 7 of the Planning Commission 

Rules of Order, I will entertain a motion to waive due notice as prescribed in Rule 

1 as to only the items appearing on our agenda this evening.  Mr. Paul made a 

motion to waive due notice.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Vecsey.  The 

motion carried unanimously. 

Zoning Referrals: 

1) Proposed extension of moratorium on medical marijuana dispensaries 

and producers and methadone dispensaries – Mr. Lorentson discussed 

State and Federal laws.  Mr. Vecsey made a motion to refer 

moratorium to the Zoning Commission with a favorable 

recommendation.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Senft.  The 

motion carried unanimously. 

C.A.M. Site Plan Review:  None 

Correspondence:  None 



Discussion of Town Plan of Conservation & Development – No Report 

Status of Transit Oriented Development Project – No Report 

Section 8-24 Review – Sale of Various Town Properties – 

1)  255 Beaver Dam Road – Map ID 30/19/12 Acct #0123800 – Mr. Vecsey 

made a motion to take this item off the table.  The motion was 

seconded by Mr. Senft.  The motion carried unanimously.  Mr. 

Lorentson updated Commissioners on the property per recorded 

information.  Noted a variance was granted in 1997 because of 

wetlands.  Beaver Dam Association appealed but was eventually 

dismissed.  Mr. Lorentson read letters from various agencies.  

Commissioners discussed BHC pipeline running through the property.  

Mr. Paul made a motion to approve the sale which is consistent with 

the Plan of Conservation and Development and refer to the Town 

Council pending a review of other regulatory agencies and that 

proceeds from the sale of said property be used for the purchase of 

more open space.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Vecsey.  The 

motion carried unanimously. 

 

Section 8-24 Review – Police Department Parking and Site Improvements –  

Sargent David Gugliotti discussed proposed plans for the renovation and redesign 

of the property to address the lack of storage.  Noted he has discussed plans with 

neighbors and will plant foliage and install fencing.  Commissioners thanked the 

Police Department for their work.  Commissioners questioned budget for 

improvements, lighting, parking and use of Bellvedare Drive.  Mr. Vecsey made a 

motion to send the proposal to the Town Council with a favorable 

recommendation.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Senft.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

Section 8-24 Review – Consider transferring real property interests, and/or 

grant easements and/or leases to real property owned by the Town of Stratford 

but used by the Stratford WPCA to either a regional water pollution control 

authority created pursuant to C.G.S Section 221-500 or to the Stratford Pollution 

Control Authority – Attorney Bishop noted the intent of the transaction would be 



to put the ownership of the buildings and the land and easement they rest on in 

the same party.  He discussed problems encountered with Hurricane Sandy.  Mr. 

Paul questioned the relationship of the Town Council to the WPCA.  The reason it 

was set up that way was, at the time, focus was to upgrade building.  Value of 

land estimated between 4-6 million.  As far as can be established, there is no 

contamination on the property.  Commissioners discussed bonded monies.   

Mr. Paul questioned if the DEEP is aware of the intended transaction.  

Attorney Bishop noted there is no problem with DEEP.  Commissioners discussed 

life cycle of factory – noted there is still additional capacity.  Mr. Paul noted the 

reserves are supposed to be used to maintain structure of the WPCA.  Steve 

Nocera, CAO, discussed reserves.  Mr. Paul would still like more information.   

Attorney Bishop noted the transaction would entail the lot the building is 

sitting on – would not be transferring the pump stations – transferring of 

easements. 

Commissioners questioned if there would be protection for the property 

when it is no longer under the Town – land use boards have regulatory authority.  

Attorney Bishop noted from here it would go to the Town Council for a Public 

Hearing.  Mr. Paul summarized his assessment of the sale – “need to transfer 

property so real estate and buildings are combined?” 

Mr. Paul made a motion to table this petition.  The motion was seconded 

by Mr. Senft.  The motion carried unanimously. 

Erosion and Sediment Control Plan – None 

Status of Called Bonds – None 

Implementation Plans – 

1)  Greenway Project – Mr. Lorentson noted the Town has received a 

contract from BSC Group.  Town Attorney has reviewed with minor 

edits. 

Recess:  8:18 p.m. 

Resume:  8:21 p.m. 

Commissioners agreed to a Special Meeting of the Planning Commission to take 

place on Tuesday, January 27, 2015 at 6:00 p.m. in Town Hall. 



Mr. Paul mentioned that Mary Young has been a valuable member of the 

Planning Commission and the Commission should try to get her reappointed. 

Adjournment:  Seeing no other business to discuss, Mr. Vecsey made a motion 

to adjourn the meeting at 8:23 p.m.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Paul.  The 

motion carried unanimously. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Gail De Cilio 

Recording Secretary 


