
 
 
 
 
 
The Waterfront and Harbor Management Commission conducted a regularly scheduled meeting 

on Wednesday, February 11, 2015, in room 213 of Stratford Town Hall, 2725 Main Street, 

Stratford, CT 06615 pursuant to notice duly posted.   

 

1. CALL TO ORDER:  At 7:30 p.m. 

PRESIDING:  Vice-Chairman Thomas Gloersen 

COMMISSIONERS IN ATTENDANCE:  Scott Corner, Bill Rock, Thomas Gloersen, Thomas 

Logan, Frank Stirna, Patrick Gribbon, Thomas G. Cotter, Henry Halverson, Alan Minter 

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT:  Richard Fredette, James Tucciarone, Edward Scinto (excused) 

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE:   Administrator Geoff Steadman, Harbormaster Ross Hatfield 

DOCUMENTS DISTRIBUTED DURING MEETING 

 Proposed operating budget – 2016 

 Breakwater Key public boat-launching area and vicinity (Google map image) 

 

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  Mr. Cotter made a motion to approve the minutes of 

January 14, 2015.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Rock.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

3. PERMITS AND REVIEWS   

 

Waiver of Rules of order — Mr. Gribbon motioned to waive the rules to add to the agenda:  A 

request for certificate of permission from United Illuminating Company that was received Feb. 

10.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Corner and passed unanimously. 

 

request for certificate of permission 

 

The WHMC reviewed the Certificate of Permission application to the Office of Long Island 

Sound Programs by The United Illuminating Company.  The application concerns the applicant's 

proposal to install new towers to carry electric transmission lines across the Housatonic River 

north of the existing railroad bridge.  After significant discussion, the WHMC approved a motion 

to transmit the following comments and recommendations to the applicant and Office of Long 

Island Sound Programs. 

 

1. The applicant should be required to employ all appropriate Best Management Practices 

to avoid any significant adverse impacts on environmental quality, including water 

quality, in the Housatonic River during construction of the new towers and electric lines 

and removal of the existing towers and electric lines. 

 

2. The applicant should notify the Harbor Master of any water-based work needed to 

undertake the project and all work vessels should be stationed according to any directions 

by the Harbor Master as may be needed to maintain safe and efficient navigation in the 

river. 
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3. Reasonable restrictions should be imposed to protect the quality of life in shorefront 

residential neighborhoods during the project, including restrictions that would allow work 

to be conducted only during daylight hours. 

 

4. The WHMC reserves its right to review the applicant's plans and proposal at such time 

as they may be modified or additional information may be provided. 

 

5. The WHMC recommends that the applicant should come before the WHMC to 

describe the plans and proposal in more detail and that no decision should be made on the 

application until such time as the applicant may come before  the WHMC and the 

WHMC makes a determination of the proposal's consistency with the Harbor 

Management Plan.  

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY MR. CORNER, SECONDED BY MR. MINTER TO 

TRANSMIT THE ABOVE-CITED COMMENTS TO UNITED ILLUMINATING CO.  THE 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

4. CORRESPONDENCE — None  

 

5. COMMITTEE REPORTS   

 

a.  Plans and Recommendations -  Mr. Gribbon restated permitting and study matters 

from BSC Group re:  Boardwalk for Longbeach West.  During the January meeting, 

$3,000.00 was appropriated for the feasibility study concept development and graphic 

rendering.  Discussion re:  concerns for endangered species. 

 

MR. GRIBBON MADE A MOTION, SECONDED BY MR. COTTER TO ACCEPT BSC 

GROUP TO CONDUCT THE STUDY AT LONGBEACH WEST FOR A BOARDWALK.  

THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

b.  Dredging Update – Future dredging is contingent upon funding as discussed in line 

item “l”. 

 

Waiver of Rules of order — Mr. Corner motioned to waive the rules to take “Breakwater Key 

Launching Ramp” agenda item out of order:  The motion was seconded by Mr. Rock and passed 

unanimously. 

 

Breakwater Key launching ramp  

 

Mr. Cotter met with representatives of Breakwater Key condo association.  He verified his 

previous conclusions that the 1983 agreement allowed for public access/use of the launching 

ramp, area for parking cars and boat trailers to include 80 users in addition to maintaining the 

ramp.  
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Matt Paul, condo association representative,  was called upon for comments.  He communicated 

information/issues such as permitting, vandalism, security gate.  He said that the ramp was 

chained off because marine debris was blocking the access.   

 

A solid plan will be proposed for May 1, the onset of boating season. 

 

c.  Vessel Maintenance —Mr. Gloersen reported: 

 Harbormaster’s vessel is docked for the season.  

 Pumpout vessel is receiving engine service. 

 The grant has been submitted. 

 1,400 calls were recorded for the pumpout vessel, 36,000 gallons of waste/sludge was 

prevented from entering the sound, $34,000 reimbursement is expected. 

 

d. Ramp Maintenance – Mr. Corner is concerned that the ice will take out the floats.  He 

also requests the Town Attorney to attend at the next meeting to talk about the 

auxiliary dock.   

 

e. Finance — Mr. Gribbon stated there is no new budget information.  There has been 

no change since the last report 

 

f. Information and Technology – No new information. 

 

g. Special Events —Mr. Corner noted Boat Show/Tag Sale will be held on May 9
th

.  

There will be a 40-boat limit - 20 Boats have already committed.  Vendors have 

committed for 10 tables.  Tag sale subcommittee:  Messrs. Corner and Halverson.   

 

h. Municipal Pier – No new information 

 

i.   Bonds Dock subcommittee — No report. 

 

j.  Birdseye concession subcommittee —Mr. Donaldson requests to address the 

Commission at the next meeting. 

 

k. No wake Zone — signage — Mr. Halverson is addressing the problem. 

 

l. State and Regional Organizations  - Mr. Rock, as representative to CT Harbor 

Management Association, will transmit Stratford Waterfront Harbor Management 

Commission’s concerns requesting our state legislators and the Mayor to assist in 

efforts to retain existing state programs of benefit to the Town of Stratford. 

 

Mr. Rock stated the concerns regarding the on-going state initiative to set up the CT Port 

Authority and how Stratford is potentially affected.  The Public Act that was passed last year set 

up the Port Authority Working Group to assist with preparing recommendations to the Governor 

and General Assembly concerning the function and duties of the new Port Authority which will 

start to function on October 1 of this year. 
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As originally envisioned, the new Port Authority would focus its attention on the state’s three 

major ports—Bridgeport, New Haven, and New London.  When the Port Authority starts to 

function, the CT Department of Transportation intends to eliminate its Maritime Office.  

Through the efforts of the Maritime Office, a number of towns and cities have received state-

bonded funds for dredging projects that could not have been undertaken otherwise.   

 

One concern is that if the new Port Authority focuses primarily on 3 harbors, and the DOT’s 

existing funding program is eliminated, there will be no state source of funds for municipal 

harbor improvement projects in Stratford. 

 

Another concern is that currently, Harbor Masters are state officials who report to the 

Commissioner of Transportation and have responsibilities for safe and efficient operation of their 

harbors.  In addition, the Harbor Master works closely with the marine division of the Stratford 

Police Department to oversee safe and efficient operation of the harbor. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY MR. ROCK, SECONDED BY MR. CORNER TO EMPOWER 

THE SUBCOMMITTEE TO MEET WITH OUR ELECTED OFFICIALS TO DISCUSS AND 

LAYOUT THE SITUATION AND CONCERNS OF THIS COMMISSION AND ENLIST 

THEIR ASSISTANCE.  THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  The subcommittee 

consists of Messrs. Rock, Corner, Steadman, Hatfield and Cotter.   

 

m. Shore Road 10-year plan — The Greenway Committee has hired BSC to conduct 

a study. 

 

n. Review/Study/Update Harbor Management Plan subcommittee — The 

subcommittee consists of Messrs. Cotter, Rock and Steadman. 

 

6. HARBORMASTER REPORT – Mr. Hatfield reported: 

 The eagles have moved down the river due to the ice accumulation. 

 The abandoned boat that was left to sink. 

 

7. OLD BUSINESS  

 

Breakwater Key Launching Ramp — discussed above. 

 

Memorial to Joe Alves — A municipal bench with his name engraved is proposed in 

honor of Mr. Alves.   

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY MR. ROCK, SECONDED BY MR. STIRNA TO MOVE THE 

PROJECT FORWARD FOR AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $1,800.00.  THE MOTION 

PASSED UANIMOUSLY. 

 

8. NEW BUSINESS  

 

A. Request of Brian Opp, the commander of Coast Guard Aux flotilla 24-02 to speak to 

the commission.  Mr. Opp, the newly elected commander, introduced himself. 
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B. Budget approval.  Mr. Gloersen reviewed the above-cited proposed budget.   Total 

revenues - $113,219.  Total expenses — $113,219. 

 

After discussion, A MOTION WAS MADE BY MR. CORNER, SECONDED BY MR. 

MINTER TO APPROVE THE BUDGET.  THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.   

 

9. OTHER BUSINESS –  Historic Stratford Signage 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY MR. CORNER, SECONDED BY MR. LOGAN TO MOVE 

FORWARD WITH THE PROJECT AND ALLOCATE AN ADDITIONAL $3,000 FROM THE 

BUDGET.  THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

10. ADJOURNMENT — There being no other business to discuss, Mr. Corner made a 

motion to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Logan and carried unanimously.  The 

meeting was adjourned at 9:30 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Carol Cabral, Secretary 

 

 

 


