PARTNERSHIPS
FOR SUCCESS
LA T

Minutes
Town of Stratford Youth and Family Advisory Board (YAFAB)
Partnerships For Success (PFS) Committee
Birdseye Municipal Complex
Wednesday, February 4, 2015

Attendance: Jocelyn Ault, Lauren Cavalli, Nina Chanana, Anna Gasinski, Angelo Giannitelli,
Michael Imbro, Denise Keegan, Sean Kennedy, James Olsen, Shannon Tripodi, Tammy
Trojanowski,

Call to Order and Approval of December 1, 2014 Minutes
Sean Kennedy called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. Jocelyn Ault made a motion to approve
the December 1, 2014 meeting minutes. Michael Imbro seconded the motion. It passed

unanimously.

Freshman Forum Planning
Discussion began with determining the location for this year's Freshman Forum. Initially, parking

at Stratford High was a concern due to Continuing Education night classes. After discussing the
issue, the committee determined that there is adequate parking for the event and to go through
with the original plan to hold this year’s forum at Stratford High.

Information about who will be presenting at the upcoming Freshman Forum was discussed. The
Police Chief, a youth in recovery, Kate from Community Services and actors, Kevin and Joey,
for the skit have all been contacted and confirmed to present at the forum. James Olsen will be
contacting Heidi, the E.R nurse from St. Vincent's Hospital, and Lauren Cavalli will contact
Robin Cullen from MADD. The committee decided to keep the order of speakers the same.
Assuming the pending presenters commit, the order will be as followed: Nurse, MADD, Police
Chief, Youth in Recovery, Skit, and Kate. Once again, two youth, one from Stratford High and
one from Bunnell, will MC this year’s event. Winnie Etienne, Youth and Family Advisory Board
Co-chair and junior at Bunnell High School, has agreed to be one of the MCs. The Stratford
High Link Crew advisors will be contacted for an MC and volunteers to assist on the night of the
event. Angelo Giannitelli commented on his experience attending last year's forum. He thought
the order was appropriate and his father, who attended with him, thought it was eye opening. A
meeting will be scheduled with the Stratford High Administration to discuss details of the forum.

The committee began to discuss other information that should be added to the folders this year.
The items to be added include: the updated PFS Info Brief, Marijuana Fact Sheet and a
Resource Guide for the Greater Bridgeport area. A work group will meet on Wednesday,
February 25, 2015 at 5:00 p.m. to finalize folder materials. Denise Keegan suggested having
additional information regarding alcohol, drugs, etc. set up on a table outside of the auditorium.
SAMHSA and CT Clearinghouse will be contacted to receive additional pamphlets and booklets.




Majority of this year's Freshman Forum will be similar to last year. To make things run
smoother, the following changes will be made, to improve the overall experience:
s Save the Date cards will be e-mailed to parents this year instead of paper copies given
to the students.
¢ The nurse’s presentation will include effects of marijuana on the teenage brain and
Police Chief will discuss the medical marijuana laws.
s T-shirts will be distributed, with return of the RSVP card. For additional promotion, there
will be a “Wear Your Freshman Forum T-shirt” day at each high school.

e Agrand prize is to be determined.

PFS Freshman Forum Evaluation
Nina Chanana discussed the common comments made from last year's parent and student

surveys. For parents, their comments included, “Talk Early, Talk Often”, the social host laws and
consequences of their children drinking or doing drugs. For the students, their comments
included, the dangers of drinking and driving and that the negative effects of drinking or doing
drugs can happen to anyone. Nina will add more specific questions regarding the Social Host
law to the parent survey this year. Also, questions regarding effects of marijuana will be added

to both the parent and student surveys.

Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

// M

James Olsen




