Stratford Partnership for Youth & Families
Connecticut Distributers Inc.
Tuesday, April 19, 2016
Minutes

In Attendance: Jocelyn Ault (via phone), Charise Beckerman, Darin Bershefsky, Darrin Bosco,
Greta Broneill, Nina Chanana, Doreen Chiccarello, Kathleen D’Amico, Donna Deluca, Lucretia
Duwel, Curtis Eller, Winnie Etienne, Anna Gasinski, Patty Hines, Denise Keegan, Sean
Kennedy, Roula Kouvatas, Robin May, Hannah McLaughlin, James Olsen, Kevin Morse, Pam
Robertson, Susan Rubinsky, Jodi Palmieri Schumann, Kayla Simon, Michael St. Lawrence,
Mary Tiernan, Shannon Tripodi, Tammy Trojanowski

Call to Order & Presentation and Discussion

Sean Kennedy called the meeting to order at 6:04 p.m. Members and guests introduced
themselves. Kevin Morse, Intervention / Recovery Consultant for LIFTT (Leading Individuals
and Families Through Transformations), shared his personal story and discussed the relation
between work done in prevention and recovery. This led to Donna DelLuca and Charise
Beckerman introducing the C.A.R.E.S. Group (Community Addiction and Recovery Education
and Support) and speaking about their mission to helping family members and those with loved
ones struggling with addiction, as well as those in recovery.

Membership Committee

Membership Committee have discussed the possible nominations for the 2016-17 Executive
Committee Slate of Officers. Currently three youth Executive Committee officers will be
graduating in June; therefore leaving three vacant Executive Committee positions to fill.

Coalition Member Survey Summary
Nina Chanana reported the results of the Coalition Member Survey taken by members in

January. The PowerPoint is attached.

School Assets Committee
Denise Keegan and Patty Hines provided a recap of the third annual Freshman Forum which

took place at Bunnell High School on March 30, 2016. Roughly 250 people attended the event.
The School Assets Committee will be attending Southington’s Asset Building Classrooms (ABC)
training on May 19, 2016 in order to recreate the training in Stratford on June 1, 2016. The ABC
training will be given to the Asset Representative (adult) and 5-6 students from each
elementary, middle and high schools in Stratford.

Community Updates
o Darin Bosco announced the formation of the Youth Council. The Youth Council will be
comprised of seven Youth Committee members who will be the officers. Some of the
roles will include planning Youth Committee activities and being a liaison between the

Youth Committee and SPYF.



» Sterling House Community Center will be introducing their new director on May 9, 2016.

* SPYF will be submitting an application to the STOP Act Grant which could grant the
Coalition an additional $50,000 a year for four years. This grant is only available to
current and former Drug Free Communities grantees.

*  Wayne's Walk 5K is on June 25, 2016 at 9:00 a.m. at Short Beach.

Plusses and Wishes

Plusses Wishes
» Speakers were great e More time for discussion
* The phone in for Jocelyn worked well * Use of technology to call into the
meeting if member cannot show up

Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 7:40 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

%MO@\

James Qisen
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