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 Pursuant to the direction of Chairman Thomas Malloy, the Stratford Redevelopment 
Agency held a meeting on Thursday, July 21, 2016,  in Room 213, Town Hall, 2725 Main Street, 
Stratford, CT. 
 
Members Present:  Anthony Nizzardo, Richard Whalen, George Perham and Randy Vidal 
Others Present:  Karen Kaiser (Economic Development), Bruce Jackson (Town Attorney’s Office), Mayor 
John A. Harkins, Alivia Coleman (Health Dept.),  and Joe Macari & Jerry Kiley (Stone Harbor Investment 
Management) 

 
1.  CALL TO ORDER  
 - Acting Chairman Whalen called the meeting to order at 5:42 p.m.  
 
2.  PUBLIC COMMENT - No members of the public spoke. 
 
3.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
 
 A.  Minutes of Meeting of June 16, 2016. 
 -  ON MOTION BY MR. PERHAM AND SECONDED BY MR. NIZZARDO, THE 
FOREGOING MINUTES WERE APPROVED 4-0. 
 
4.  UPDATE FROM CONSERVATION DIRECTOR CHRISTINA BATOH 
 -  Ms. Batoh could not attend the meeting but called in her report. 
 
 A.  Contract Plating property – Phase II and Phase III investigations will cost $170,000 
and take 4 to 6 weeks to complete.  Remaining balance of Grant money for cleanup is 
$900,000. 
 
 B.   Mercer Coal Towers (Stratford Avenue) – The last of the contaminated soil is being 
removed from the site next week.  There will be environmental land use restrictions.  The 
Consultants will submit a final report and then the Town can go out for RFP. 
 
 C.  Center School – Not sure what is happening with the site, but continuing with the 
environmental investigation.  Preliminary results show presence of PCBs.  Tighe and Bond will 
put together a spec package for demolition of the building. 
   
 D.  SAEP – Waiting for Tighe and Bond to submit a revised scope of work. 
 
 E.  3704 Main (Dobas building) – The cost to demolish the building is $50,000.  This is 
being paid out of the RDA budget, leaving a balance of $20,000. 
 
5.   UPDATE ON FORECLOSURES FROM ATTORNEYS  
 -  Attorney Jackson reviewed his monthly summary.  Trying to settle Arcangelo (1455 
Honeyspot Road Ext.) and B&B Aviation (600 Great Meadow Road).  Andrew Sokol sold one of 
his properties and paid off all the other foreclosures except for one property (145 Quenby 
Place).   
 
6. RDA Budget Balance – Covered in Ms. Batoh’s report. 
 
7. OLD BUSINESS – none 
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8. NEW BUSINESS  
 
 A.  Redevelopment of Contract Plating (540 Longbrook Avenue)  
 -  Mr. Macari and Mr. Kiley from Stone Harbor Investment Management addressed the 
RDA regarding possible redevelopment of the Contract Plating site.  Stone Harbor owns 
multiple companies:  construction, demolition, property management and a private equity firm.  
As developers the question they ask is, “What is the highest and best use?”  Challenges for 
development of the Contract Plating site are limited access, landlocked, and environmental 
factors.  It’s a good “destination” site, but wouldn’t work for a shopping center.  Maybe a 
commercial recreational use such as an indoor field or a destination retailer like Home Depot.  
Affordable housing/senior housing/condominiums would also be a good option but the site 
probably can’t be cleaned up enough for residential use.  Another option is multiple uses with 
multiple small buildings.  One thing going for it is that the site is visible from the highway.  
Attorney Jackson advised that the EPA is putting a road in on the East Main Street side for 
access for their tractor-trailer trucks, which will increase the accessibility of the site.  To develop 
a plan for the site, Stone Harbor would need to know:  (1) what is the time frame for the new 
access road, and (2) what are the environmental restrictions and zoning buffers for residential 
use? 
 
9.  ADJOURNMENT 
 -  There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Gail J. Nobili, 
Secretary 
  
  
 


