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to restore coastal environment

By John Burgeson
staff wWriter

STRATFORD — Until
the end of the 1800s, the
area around Short Beach
and Stratford Point looked
more like the shoreline
of Cape Cod with sand
dunes, beach grass and
salt marsh.

But because of human
intervention, it now has a
decidedly more urban ap-
pearance, with gravel and
stones replacing the soft
sands and invasive plants
taking the place of the
beach grass.

An Audubon Society
mapping, research and
restoration project taking
place this summer hopes
to at least begin the long
process of returning this
outerop of land to its for-
mer appearance, and it's
hoped that this will bring
back some of the native
shoreline species of plants
and animals as well.

2,400 TONS OF LEAD SHOT

The project, called the
Stratford Point Coastal
Restoration Plan, is cen-
tered at the former Rem-
ington Gun Club, where
skeet shooting took place
between about 1910 and
1986, Now it's owned by
R 's parent com-
pany, DuPont, which has
appointed the Connecti-
cut Audubon Society as
caretakers of the 28-acre
stretch of shoreline.

Since 1986, DuPont has
cleaned up the worst of
the estimated 2,400 tons
of lead shot; that work
continues to this day.

“Becausg of this clean-
up program, all we have
left is mcks said Twan
Leenders, a conserva-
tion biologist for the Con-
necticut Audubon Society.
He said now that most of
the lead is gone and the
removal effort has been

scaled back, work can now
begin on restoring the
shoreline.

“When there was heavy
machinery out here, there
was really no point in try-
ing to restore th St

Audubon conservation technician Scott Krultbosch, left, and conservatmn biologist Twan Leenders use GPS to map the locations of plant species oh ¥
the former Remington Gun Club property on Str:

line,” he said. “Now it's
cleaned up to the point
that we don't have to run
BM equipment on it
re. We can use just

with heavy equipment, he
said, destroyed the shore-

Bne peat mass and marsh
peat anu marsn

thﬂt used to stab:hze the
‘cove between Stratford
Point and Long Beach.
Still, this was necessary —
the lesser of two evils.
“The shoreline has been
exposed to wave action,
and we’ve lost easily 100
feet of shoreline,” Leen-
ders said. “So we want to

Pomt -on Thursday.

the Great Eastern Skeet shoeting Championships held at the Reminan Gun

C|uh at Siratlurd Pomt The club closed in the 1980s. Decades of using lead shot heavily contaminated the property.

stop the i dwe « ° mmy
‘want to bring back that took place along the
‘habitat that was here shoreline near the point
fore the settlers aﬂlv:d " that conspired to chase
away the natural habitat.
RETURN OF THEDUNES  «This s a place where we
He said that historical used to have sand dunes
records show thereused  and beach grass.” he said.
IECUIUS SHUW LIGIC Uotu Qi boach Biass; o St
to be a coastal bluff cov- The first phase of the
ered with beach grass sit-  project is to map the area
uated not far from where between Short Beach and
the Stratford Point light- the Stratford Point light.
house is now sits. “That This will include taking
‘was removed in about stock of the plant and ani-
1914 so the people living. ‘mal species there, as well
down here could get a bet-  as the geology and geog-
ter view of the Sound,” he  raphy of the site.
The next step will be to

sqﬁ. This was one of the

restore the dunes, which,
he said, will be easier said
than done. The is because

the shoreline, by nature, is

constantly changing.
“We'll be installing soft

erosion-control str

tures along the sh

— essermally giant tube
socks filled with sand and
rocks — that will absorb
wave energy and allow the
dunes to establish them-
selves,” Leenders said.
He added that the era
of building “hard” struc-
tures, like sea walls and

_ jetties, is over. “The Army
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Above, thousands of balls of lead shot continue to
appear amongst the sand and stones ‘on the shore of
the former Remington Gun Club property on Stratford
Point, The DuPont Corp., which owns the property, has
spent more than $14 million on the contmumg cleanup

of the site.

Left, a prickly pear cactus, Connecticut’s only native

cactus, grows at the site.

Corps of Eng:&rmers is is-
suing no more permits for
that type of structure,” he

‘said, “unless it’s an emer-

geney.”
NATURE PRESERVE
The m: ng, which is
the resear: ph,ase of the
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tube socks.” Next year, an :
effort will be made to re-

Also as part of the
project, a controlled
burn is being planned for
the gun club’s shoreline
meadow. This will be to
reduce the fuel that have
been building up for de-
. cades, which would avert
a much larger brush fire
mar on.
Eventually, the former
- gun club will become a
| nature preserve, he said,
The wide-ranging proj-
ect doesn't have an exact
price tag as yet, It's hahw
paid in part by DuPont
and in part by tbe Audu:
oclety

the most 1mportimt stop-
over sites and overwint:
ing site for a raft of bird
species on the endangered

species. s0 i’ a great an-

portunity to restore one of

project, is being carried the most important habi-
out by graduate students. tats in the state — and one
Meanwhile, the Audubon  the used to be a disaster
Society is securing the area.”
necessary permits from PR e e e
the state Department of Contact John Burgeson at
Energy and 403 or at jhurge-
tal Protection and other sun@ctpast com. Follow
twitter.com/johnburgeson.

agencies for the “giant
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Audubon conservation technician Scott Kruitbosch uses.
binoculars to look for shore birds on the property.




