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Stratford, Connecticut  
 

 

ANY INDIVIDUAL WITH A DISABILITY WHO NEEDS SPECIAL ASSISTANCE TO PARTICIPATE IN THE MEETING SHOULD 

CONTACT THE ADA COORDINATOR AT 203-385-4020 OR 203-385-4022 (TDD) 5 DAYS BEFORE THE MEETING, IF POSSIBLE. 
 

M E E T I N G   N O T I C E 
 

THE STRATFORD TOWN COUNCIL WILL CONDUCT A REGULARLY SCHEDULED 

MEETING ON MONDAY, JANUARY 9, 2017 IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF TOWN 

HALL, 2725 MAIN STREET, STRATFORD, CT AT 8:00 P.M.  
 

PUBLIC FORUM WILL BEGIN AT 6:45 P.M. 

 

AGENDA 
 

CALL TO ORDER  

 

 

PRAYER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

 

 

1. APPROVAL OF MINUTES — Regularly scheduled meeting and public forum of 

December 12, 2016. 

 

RESOLVED: That the reading of the foregoing minutes be dispensed with as copies thereof have 

been previously provided to each Council Member and the same be and are hereby approved.  

 

 

2. CEREMONIAL PRESENTATIONS AND AWARDS  
 

 

3. COUNCIL MEMBERS’ RESPONSE TO COMMENTS FROM PUBLIC FORUM  

 

 

4. COMMUNICATIONS, BILLS, PETITIONS, REMONSTRANCES  
 

4.1 Letters of resignation from members of the EMS Funding Committee (A) – Tom Hallas 

(B) Scott Burton 
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RESOLVED:  That the resignations of Tom Hallas and Scott Burton from the EMS 

Funding Committee be and are hereby approved. 

 

 

4.1 Letter from Volunteer EMS Association – In accordance with our bylaws and Town 

Ordinance, the Stratford volunteer EMS Association has selected two members as replacements 

for Tom Hallas and Scott Burton on the EMS Funding Committee.  The members selected are 

Mary Wheeling and Sean Campbell for your consideration to be appointed to the Committee. 

 

RESOLVED:  that, in accordance with Stratford EMS Association bylaws and Town 

Ordinance, Mary Wheeling and Sean Campbell are duly appointed to the EMS Funding 

Committee.  

 

 

5. MAYOR’S REPORT, COMMITTEE REPORTS, TOWN ATTORNEY’S 

REPORTS  

 

5.1 MAYOR’S REPORT — Charter § 1.2.14, report on employment, vacancies, promotions 

and recently hired employees. 

 

 

 

5.1.1 STRATFORD ARMY ENGINE PLANT (SAEP) 

 

 

5.1.2 APPOINTMENTS   

 

 

 

5.2 COMMITTEE REPORTS  

 

5.2.1 BUILDING NEEDS COMMITTEE — The Building Needs Committee conducted a 

special meeting on December 20, 2016 at which time the following was referred to Town 

Council with favorable recommendation: 

 

Ordinance Change:  to allow the Building Needs committee to have spending authority 

on the Stratford High School project up to ($25,000.00 suggested by the SHS 

Renovations subcommittee) $50,000.00 (decided upon after discussion).   Current 

spending limit is $5,000.00. 

 

 

5.2.2 PLANNING COMMISSION — At the November 15, 2016 Planning Commission 

Administrative meeting, the following was referred to Town Council with favorable 

recommendation: 
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Beers Place (lot 26) – 8-24 Review recommended to be sold or abandoned to either one or both 

abutting property owners on Beers Place with the following considerations. 

 

1. The sale price should be sure to cover all costs incurred by the Town (legal fees, 

engineer costs, etc.) to secure a conservation easement to preserve the wooded lot and 

prevent any future development.  By securing a conservation easement, the town 

reserves the opportunity to return the channelized stream to its natural state if it so 

chooses, thus improving stormwater management and town’s environmental impact. 

2. If the Town Council chooses to sell the lot to the general public, it should be sold at 

full market value. 

3. Should the Town Council decide to keep the lot for conservation purposes, as the lot 

does hold environmental value, the Council should request a regular maintenance 

program be developed by Public Works to ensure the lot is properly cared for and that 

it remains an asset to the neighborhood. 

 

 

5.2.3 SHORT BEACH COMMISSION — The Short Beach Commission met on December 5, 

2016 and made the following referrals to Council: 

 

A. Scoutland at the Shore (Ordinance covering Scoutland at the Shore – north end of 

Short Beach.) 

 

 

B. Rent from the Restaurant  go to a line item attached to the Short Beach Golf Course. 

 

 

C. Pavilion rental process and fee structure 

 

 

D. Short Beach Pavilion rental fees — become a line item for Short Beach Complex and 

not go into general funds. 

 

 

5.2.4 DOG PARK SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT 

 

 

5.3 TOWN ATTORNEY'S REPORT  

 

 

5.3.1  QUESTIONS TO THE TOWN ATTORNEY 

 

 

6. QUESTIONS TO MAYOR OR STAFF 

 

 

7. UNFINISHED BUSINESS and/or OLD BUSINESS 
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7.1 FINANCIAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE — additional appointments 

 

 

7.2 TABLED ITEMS  

 

7.2.1 TRANSIT ORIENTED DISTRICT (TOD) – TABLED DURING COUNCIL MEETING 

OF DECEMBER 12, 2016. 

 

 

7.2.2 DOG PARK LOCATION — The Short Beach Commission met on November 7 at which 

time the following was referred to Council with unfavorable recommendation: TABLED 

DURING COUNCIL MEETING OF Dec. 12, 2106 

 

Dog Park — Location at Short Beach denied for lack of bathroom facilities in the winter 

months, waste line, close proximity of athletic fields, parking and Ordinance which states 

“No Dogs at Beach”.    

 

RESOLVED:  that the Short Beach Commissions unfavorable recommendation of Short 

Beach as the location for a Dog Park be and is hereby accepted.   

 

 

7.2.3 Cost of Dog Park - $15,000.00 is set aside from CIP 2017.  TABLED DURING 

COUNCIL MEETING OF JULY 11, 2016 

 

RESOLVED:  that the recommendation of the Parks and Recreation Committee is 

accepted and that setting aside $15,000.00 from CIP 2017 for the Dog Park be and is 

hereby approved. 

 

 

7.3 TABLED ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS  

 

7.3.1 CENTER SCHOOL — RESOLUTION — (tabled July 11, 2016) 

 

Sponsored by the Stratford Town Council 

 

Whereas, the Town Council has the power to authorize the demolition of a town building;  

 

Whereas, the demolition of a school has long-lasting implications on educational opportunities 

for the town’s population; 

 

Whereas, the number of building permits has increased in Stratford; 

Whereas, the physical use of the center of Stratford has long-lasting implications on the town’s 

reputation;  

 

Now, therefore, be it resolved by the Stratford Town Council:  That the path to demolition of 55 

Sutton Place 1000 East Broadway, aka the new Center School, be stopped, stop phase 3 testing,  
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further, a study will be conducted to determine the cost of returning the building to use as a 

school.   

 

 

7.4 TABLED APPOINTMENTS 

 

7.4.1 STRATFORD HOUSING PARTNERSHIP  

 A. 3 members of the local business community (3 vacancies) 

 B. 1 member-at-large   

 

 

7.4.2 SIKORSKY MEMORIAL AIRPORT NOISE ABATEMENT COMMITTEE — § 7-12 of 

Town Code, one member appointed by Mayor, one member appointed by PYE.  Placed on the 

Table during Council meeting of March 10, 2014. 

A. 1 member from District of Town in which Sikorsky Memorial Airport is located –  

 appointed by Town Council. 
B. 2 members from the Stratford Electorate at-large — appointed by Town Council.   

 

 

7.4.3 BEAUTIFICATION COMMITTEE — term concurrent with Council 

 

A. 2 ALTERNATE MEMBERS  (new positions) 

 

 

7.4.4 BOARD OF ASSESSMENT APPEALS – ALTERNATE MEMBERS — 4-year term, 

appt. by Council, § 5-77-78.  TABLED DURING COUNCIL MEETING OF JULY 8, 2016 

 

RESOLVED:  that __________ of ___________ be and is hereby appointed an Alternate 

member of the Board of Assessment Appeals.  (term of Kenneth Caserta expired March 

13, 2016) 

 

 

7.4.5 LIBRARY ASSOCIATION — 3-year term, appointed by Council — TABLED 

DURING COUNCIL MEETING OF DECEMBER 12, 2016. 

 

RESOLVED:  that _________________ of _________________ be and is hereby 

appointed a member of the Stratford Library Association. [vacancy created by Margaret 

A. Bachtel (expires December 31, 2017) who was appointed a Life member] 

 

 

7.4.6 WATERFRONT AND HARBOR MANAGEMENT COMMISSION — § 210-3 of 

Town Code, 5-year term, appointed by Town Council  

 

RESOLVED:  that _________________ of _________________ be and is hereby 

appointed a member of the Waterfront and Harbor Management Commission. (vacancy 

created by the passing of Alan Minter expiring May 31, 2017) 
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7.4.7 COMMISSION ON AGING — 3-year term, appointed by Town Council per § 7-4, art II 

of Town code.  TABLED DURING COUNCIL MEETING OF DECEMBER 12, 2016. 

 

A. RESOLVED:  that _________________ of _________________ be and is hereby 

appointed a member of the Commission on Aging. (term of Dale McClanan expires Nov. 

30, 2016) 

 

 

B. RESOLVED:  that _________________ of _________________ be and is hereby 

appointed a member of the Commission on Aging. (term of Geraldine Gemza expires 

Nov. 30, 2016) 

 

 

7.4.8 BOARD OF ASSESSMENT APPEALS — 4-year term, § 210-3 of Town code, 

appointed by Town Council TABLED DURING COUNCIL MEETING OF DECEMBER 12, 

2016. 

 

RESOLVED:  that _________________ of _________________ be and is hereby 

appointed a member of the Board of Assessment Appeals. (term of Michael Henrick 

expires Dec. 30, 2016) 

 

 

8. ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS  
 

8.1 FULL TIME BLIGHT OFFICER RESOLUTION: 

 

Sponsored by:   Councilman David Harden and Councilman Wali Kadeem 

 

Resolved:  The Town Council approves the salary of $54,750.00 for a full time blight 

officer.  It is authorized that line item 01111-6004 be increased $15,000.00.  The increase 

shall be offset at the end of the year by an increase of $15,000.00 to line number 01111-

4323.    

 

 

9.  NEW BUSINESS  

 

9.1 Modification to Beautification Committee membership process. 

 

Resolution:  To modify the membership process for the Beautification Committee to be as 

follows:   

a)  Interested persons should submit their resume along with motivations for being 

appointed to the committee to the chair of the Beautification Committee; and 

 b) The Committee will refer nominations for committee membership to the Town 

Council.   The Committee can request that the Town Council remove a member if the 

member does not abide by committee rules regarding attendance and participation in 

activities.     
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9.2 APPOINTMENTS  

 

9.2.1 BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS, ALTERNATE MEMBER — 3-year term 

 

RESOLVED:  that _____________________ of _________________ be and is hereby 

appointed an alternate member of the Board of Zoning Appeals (term of Richard Fredette 

expired January 1, 2017) 

 

 

9.2.2 COMMISSION ON AGING — 3-year term, appointed by Town Council per § 7-4, art II 

of Town code 

 

A. RESOLVED:  that _________________ of _________________ be and is hereby 

appointed a member of the Commission on Aging. (term of Gus P. Csuka expired Dec. 

31, 2016) 

 

 

B. RESOLVED:  that _________________ of _________________ be and is hereby 

appointed a member of the Commission on Aging. (term of George Hangos expired Dec. 

31, 2016) 

 

 

9.2.3 PLANNING COMMISSION, ALTERNATE MEMBER — 3-year term 

 

RESOLVED:  that _____________________ of _________________ be and is hereby 

appointed an alternate member of the Planning Commission (term of John Sturmer 

expired January 2017) 

 

 

9.2.4 ZONING COMMISSION, ALTERNATE MEMBER — 3-year term 

 

RESOLVED:  that _____________________ of _________________ be and is hereby 

appointed an alternate member of the Zoning Commission. (term of Tony Smith expired 

January 2017) 

 

 

10. ADJOURNMENT 
 

 

 


